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cultural divergence ap human geography example is a fundamental concept in the
study of human geography, illustrating how cultural groups evolve separately over time
due to various social, political, and environmental factors. This divergence often results in
distinct languages, customs, traditions, and social norms that differentiate one group from
another. Understanding cultural divergence is essential for analyzing global patterns of
cultural diversity and conflict. This article explores comprehensive examples of cultural
divergence within the framework of AP Human Geography, highlighting key theoretical
perspectives and real-world instances. Through this lens, the discussion will illuminate
how cultural divergence shapes regions and influences human interactions on both local
and global scales. The article will also examine the mechanisms driving cultural
divergence and its implications for cultural identity and globalization.
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Definition and Overview of Cultural Divergence

Cultural divergence refers to the process by which two or more cultures become
increasingly dissimilar over time. This phenomenon occurs when cultural groups separate
geographically, socially, or politically, leading to the development of distinct cultural traits
and practices. In AP Human Geography, cultural divergence is studied to understand how
cultural landscapes evolve and how cultural boundaries are established and maintained.
Unlike cultural convergence, which involves the blending of cultures, divergence
emphasizes differentiation and uniqueness.

Key Characteristics of Cultural Divergence

Cultural divergence is characterized by several important features that distinguish it from
related cultural processes. These include the preservation of traditional customs, the
development of unique languages or dialects, and the establishment of distinct social
institutions. Divergence often results from isolation, whether physical, such as mountain
ranges or oceans, or social, such as political segregation or ethnic divisions.



Relationship to Cultural Diffusion

While cultural diffusion involves the spread of cultural elements from one group to
another, cultural divergence represents a counter-process where diffusion is limited or
resisted. This resistance can occur due to deliberate efforts to maintain cultural identity or
due to barriers that prevent interaction between groups. Understanding this dynamic is
crucial for analyzing patterns of cultural diversity in human geography.

Mechanisms Driving Cultural Divergence

The process of cultural divergence is influenced by a variety of mechanisms that cause
cultural groups to evolve separately. These mechanisms can be environmental, social,
political, or economic in nature, each contributing to the distinctiveness of cultural
identities.

Geographical Isolation

Physical barriers such as mountains, rivers, and deserts can isolate populations, limiting
interaction and promoting the development of unique cultural traits. Geographic isolation
often leads to language differentiation and distinct religious or social customs, as isolated
groups adapt to their specific environments.

Political and Social Separation

Political boundaries, such as national borders or colonial divisions, often enforce
separation between cultural groups. Additionally, social factors like caste systems, ethnic
conflicts, or religious segregation can reinforce cultural divergence by limiting intergroup
contact and encouraging the preservation of distinct cultural identities.

Economic Factors

Economic specialization and variation in subsistence strategies can also drive cultural
divergence. Groups that rely on different economic activities, such as pastoralism versus
agriculture, may develop unique cultural practices related to their livelihood, including
dietary habits, social organization, and rituals.

Technological and Communication Barriers

Limited access to communication technologies and media can slow cultural exchange,
fostering divergence. In contrast, increased connectivity tends to promote convergence.
Therefore, disparities in technology and information flow play a significant role in
maintaining cultural differences.



Historical and Contemporary Examples of
Cultural Divergence

Examining specific examples of cultural divergence provides concrete insights into how
this process operates in real-world contexts. These examples span historical periods and
geographic regions, illustrating the diverse factors involved.

The Amish Community in the United States

The Amish represent a notable example of cultural divergence within a modern, globalized
society. Originating from Swiss Anabaptist groups, the Amish have maintained distinct
religious beliefs, language (Pennsylvania Dutch), and lifestyle choices, largely rejecting
modern technology and mainstream culture. Geographic isolation in rural areas combined
with strong social cohesion has preserved their unique cultural identity.

North and South Korea

The Korean Peninsula offers a stark example of cultural divergence resulting from political
separation. Since the Korean War, North and South Korea have developed vastly different
political systems, economic models, and cultural expressions despite shared historical and
ethnic roots. This divergence is reflected in language usage, media, social norms, and
international relations.

Indigenous Cultures and Colonization

Colonial histories have frequently led to cultural divergence through the imposition of
foreign governance and cultural suppression. Indigenous peoples in regions such as the
Americas, Australia, and Africa have experienced cultural divergence as their traditional
ways of life separated from dominant colonial cultures. In many cases, cultural divergence
continues as indigenous groups seek to preserve or revive their heritage.

Language Divergence in the Romance Languages

The evolution of Romance languages from Latin exemplifies linguistic divergence driven
by geographic and political separation. After the fall of the Roman Empire, isolated
populations developed distinct languages such as Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese,
and Romanian. This linguistic divergence illustrates how cultural traits can evolve
independently over centuries.

Cultural Divergence in AP Human Geography



Curriculum

The concept of cultural divergence is a key component of the AP Human Geography
curriculum, helping students understand the complexity of cultural landscapes and the
forces shaping them. It is often taught alongside related concepts such as cultural
diffusion, globalization, and cultural identity.

Curricular Themes and Learning Objectives

Students are expected to analyze examples of cultural divergence and explain the factors
that contribute to cultural differences. This includes understanding the impact of physical
geography, political boundaries, economic activities, and social structures on cultural
evolution. The curriculum also emphasizes the role of cultural divergence in shaping
regional identities and conflicts.

Case Studies and Examples Used in Instruction

Educators commonly use case studies such as the Amish community, the division of Korea,
and indigenous cultures to illustrate cultural divergence. These examples help students
grasp abstract concepts through concrete instances and develop critical thinking skills by
comparing and contrasting cultural processes.

Assessment and Application

AP Human Geography assessments often require students to identify cultural divergence
in maps, interpret cultural data, and explain the significance of divergent cultural traits in
global contexts. Mastery of this concept is essential for broader understanding of human
geography topics like migration, ethnicity, and cultural landscapes.

Implications of Cultural Divergence in Global
Contexts

Cultural divergence has significant implications for international relations, social
cohesion, and cultural preservation. Understanding these implications is essential for
policymakers, geographers, and global citizens alike.

Challenges to Globalization

Cultural divergence can create challenges to globalization by fostering resistance to
cultural homogenization. Distinct cultural identities may lead to conflicts over language
rights, religious practices, and political autonomy, complicating efforts to create unified
global systems.



Preservation of Cultural Heritage

Cultural divergence supports the preservation of cultural heritage by encouraging groups
to maintain unique traditions and languages. This preservation enriches global diversity
and contributes to the resilience of cultural identities in an interconnected world.

Conflict and Cooperation

Divergent cultural identities can be sources of both conflict and cooperation. While
cultural differences may lead to misunderstandings and tensions, they also offer
opportunities for intercultural dialogue and mutual respect when managed effectively.

Economic and Social Development

Cultural divergence influences economic and social development by shaping local
customs, governance, and economic practices. Recognizing and respecting cultural
divergence is vital for sustainable development initiatives that align with community
values and needs.

Summary of Key Points on Cultural Divergence

e Cultural divergence results from geographic, political, social, and economic
separation.

e It leads to the development of distinct languages, customs, and social norms.

e Examples include the Amish, Korean Peninsula, indigenous cultures, and Romance
languages.

e Understanding cultural divergence is crucial in AP Human Geography for analyzing
cultural landscapes.

e It has profound implications for globalization, cultural preservation, and international
relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is cultural divergence in AP Human Geography?

Cultural divergence refers to the process by which a culture separates or becomes
dissimilar from others due to various factors such as physical barriers, social differences,
or isolation, leading to distinct cultural traits.



Can you provide an example of cultural divergence in AP
Human Geography?

An example of cultural divergence is the Amish community in the United States, which has
maintained distinct cultural practices and avoided assimilation with mainstream American
culture, resulting in a unique cultural identity.

How does cultural divergence affect language in human
geography?

Cultural divergence can lead to the development of distinct languages or dialects within a
population as groups become isolated or choose to maintain their linguistic heritage, such
as the divergence of Latin into the Romance languages.

What role do physical barriers play in cultural
divergence?

Physical barriers like mountains, rivers, or deserts can limit interaction between groups,
promoting cultural divergence by restricting the exchange of ideas, customs, and
practices, thus fostering distinct cultural identities.

How is cultural divergence different from cultural
convergence?

Cultural divergence involves cultures becoming more different and distinct from each
other, while cultural convergence refers to cultures becoming more similar due to
increased interaction, globalization, and the sharing of ideas and technologies.

Additional Resources

1. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies

Jared Diamond explores the environmental and geographical factors that have influenced
the divergent development of human societies. The book examines how differences in
resources, technology, and immunity to diseases shaped the cultural and political
landscapes of civilizations. It provides a broad framework for understanding cultural
divergence through the lens of human geography and history.

2. Culture and Geography: An Introduction to Cultural Geography

This book offers a comprehensive overview of how culture interacts with geographic
spaces, leading to cultural divergence around the world. It discusses themes such as
language, religion, ethnicity, and cultural landscapes, highlighting how these elements
influence spatial patterns. The text is ideal for students seeking to understand the
dynamics of cultural geography.

3. Place and Placelessness
Authored by Edward Relph, this influential work delves into the concept of place and how
cultural identity is tied to geographic locations. It contrasts the uniqueness of cultural



places with the phenomenon of placelessness created by globalization. The book provides
insight into how cultural divergence is affected by the attachment to or loss of place.

4. The Geography of Thought: How Asians and Westerners Think Differently...and Why
Richard E. Nisbett investigates how cultural backgrounds influence cognitive processes
and perceptions of the world. By comparing Eastern and Western thought patterns, the
book highlights fundamental cultural divergences rooted in geography and history. It
offers a psychological and cultural perspective relevant to AP Human Geography studies.

5. Cultural Anthropology

This textbook by Barbara Miller covers the principles of cultural anthropology with an
emphasis on cultural diversity and divergence. It examines kinship, religion, language, and
social organization across different societies. The book is valuable for understanding the
cultural traits that define human groups and their geographic distributions.

6. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty

Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson analyze how political and economic institutions
shape divergent development paths among nations. The book links cultural, institutional,
and geographic factors to explain why some societies prosper while others do not. It
provides a critical perspective on the role of culture and geography in human
development.

7. The Power of Place: Urban Landscapes as Public History

Dolores Hayden explores how urban landscapes reflect cultural identities and histories,
contributing to cultural divergence within and between cities. The book emphasizes the
importance of public memory and place-making in cultural geography. It is useful for
understanding how cultural divergence manifests in urban environments.

8. Orientalism

Edward Said’s seminal work critiques Western representations of Eastern cultures and the
resulting cultural divergence shaped by power dynamics and colonialism. The book
addresses how cultural identities are constructed and often distorted through geographic
and political lenses. It is essential reading for understanding cultural divergence in a post-
colonial context.

9. Mapping Cultures: Place, Practice, Performance

This collection of essays investigates how cultural practices and performances are deeply
tied to geographic locations and how they contribute to cultural divergence. It highlights
the spatial dimensions of culture, including how traditions and identities are mapped onto
landscapes. The book provides a rich source of case studies for cultural divergence in
human geography.
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