
day of infamy speech commonlit answers

day of infamy speech commonlit answers are essential for students and
educators seeking to understand the historical and rhetorical significance of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s famous address delivered on December 8,
1941. This speech, which followed the attack on Pearl Harbor, is a pivotal
moment in American history and often studied in literature and history
classes. The phrase “day of infamy” captures the gravity of the event and the
nation’s response to the surprise military strike by Japan. This article
provides comprehensive insights into the day of infamy speech commonlit
answers, exploring the speech’s background, rhetorical strategies, and the
typical questions and answers associated with CommonLit educational
resources. Understanding these answers not only enhances comprehension but
also deepens appreciation for Roosevelt’s leadership and the speech’s impact.
The following sections will delve into the speech’s historical context,
analysis of its language and structure, and explanations of common questions
related to the CommonLit platform.

Historical Context of the Day of Infamy Speech

Rhetorical Analysis of Roosevelt’s Address

CommonLit Questions and Answers Explained

Key Themes and Messages in the Speech

Impact and Legacy of the Day of Infamy Speech

Historical Context of the Day of Infamy Speech

The day of infamy speech, delivered by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on
December 8, 1941, came at a critical moment in American and world history.
The previous day, the Japanese Imperial Navy launched a surprise attack on
the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. This attack resulted in
significant loss of life and damage to the Pacific Fleet, propelling the
United States into World War II. Roosevelt’s speech was meant to inform
Congress and the American public about the attack, express national outrage,
and formally request a declaration of war against Japan. The speech’s timing
and tone reflected the shock and urgency of the situation, marking a turning
point in U.S. foreign policy from isolationism to active involvement in
global conflict.

Events Leading to the Attack on Pearl Harbor

Prior to the attack, tensions between the United States and Japan had
escalated due to Japan’s expansionist policies in Asia. The U.S. imposed
economic sanctions and embargoes aimed at curbing Japanese aggression,
particularly in China and Southeast Asia. Diplomatic negotiations failed to
resolve these conflicts, increasing the likelihood of military confrontation.
The attack on Pearl Harbor was a strategic move by Japan to disable the U.S.
Pacific Fleet and gain dominance in the region.



American Public Reaction Before the Speech

Before Roosevelt’s address, the American public was largely unaware of the
full extent of the attack. The speech served as the first detailed account
and was instrumental in uniting the nation. It transformed public opinion
from isolationist sentiment to widespread support for entering the war,
demonstrating the power of presidential rhetoric in shaping national resolve.

Rhetorical Analysis of Roosevelt’s Address

Roosevelt’s day of infamy speech is a masterclass in rhetoric, employing
persuasive techniques to mobilize the American people and Congress. The
speech is concise yet powerful, lasting just over seven minutes, with a clear
structure and memorable language. The phrase “a date which will live in
infamy” immediately captures attention and frames the attack as a grave
injustice that demands a strong response.

Use of Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

The speech effectively uses rhetorical appeals:

Ethos: Roosevelt establishes credibility by addressing the nation as its
president, demonstrating leadership and authority.

Pathos: Emotional appeals are prevalent throughout, invoking feelings of
shock, anger, and patriotism to galvanize support.

Logos: Logical arguments highlight the unprovoked nature of the attack
and the need for immediate action to protect national security.

Language and Tone

The tone of the speech is solemn but resolute. Roosevelt uses formal language
to convey seriousness, but also incorporates direct and accessible phrasing
to ensure clarity and impact. The repetition of key phrases and the
structured progression from recounting the facts to calling for action
reinforce the urgency and importance of the message.

CommonLit Questions and Answers Explained

CommonLit is an educational platform that provides reading materials and
related questions to enhance comprehension and critical thinking. The day of
infamy speech is a common text on the platform, accompanied by questions
designed to test understanding of the speech’s content, context, and
rhetorical elements. The answers to these questions help clarify difficult
concepts and guide students through analysis.



Typical Question Types

Questions related to the day of infamy speech on CommonLit often include the
following types:

Comprehension: Questions that ask for the main idea or specific details
from the speech.

Vocabulary in Context: Understanding the meaning of words or phrases as
used in the speech.

Rhetorical Devices: Identifying and explaining the use of ethos, pathos,
logos, repetition, and parallelism.

Author’s Purpose: Determining why Roosevelt delivered the speech and
what he intended to achieve.

Inference and Analysis: Drawing conclusions based on information
presented implicitly in the text.

Sample Answers and Explanations

For example, a CommonLit question might ask: “What is the significance of the
phrase ‘a date which will live in infamy’?” An appropriate answer would
explain that Roosevelt used this phrase to emphasize the lasting dishonor of
the attack and to justify the call for war. Another question could ask about
Roosevelt’s tone, where the answer would note the solemn and determined
attitude that conveys both sorrow and resolve.

Key Themes and Messages in the Speech

The day of infamy speech highlights several important themes that resonate
throughout the address. Understanding these themes is crucial for
interpreting the speech’s impact and Roosevelt’s intentions.

Theme of National Unity

Roosevelt emphasizes the need for national unity in the face of aggression.
The speech calls on Americans to come together regardless of political or
regional differences to confront the common threat posed by the attack.

Theme of Justice and Retribution

The speech frames the attack as an unjust and treacherous act that must be
met with justice. This theme supports the call for a decisive military
response and the pursuit of victory in the war.



Theme of Patriotism and Duty

Patriotism is a central message, encouraging citizens to support the war
effort and contribute to the defense of the nation. Roosevelt’s words inspire
a sense of duty and collective responsibility.

Impact and Legacy of the Day of Infamy Speech

The legacy of Roosevelt’s day of infamy speech extends beyond its immediate
historical context. It is remembered as a defining moment in American
rhetoric and a catalyst for the country’s entry into World War II. The
speech’s effectiveness in uniting a diverse population and motivating action
remains a subject of study in both history and literature.

Political and Military Consequences

The speech led directly to Congress declaring war on Japan, marking the
United States’ official entry into World War II. This decision shaped the
country’s military and diplomatic strategies for years to come.

Cultural and Educational Significance

Today, the speech is taught widely in schools as an example of persuasive
communication and historical narrative. It provides valuable lessons in
leadership, crisis management, and the power of words during times of
national emergency.

Enduring Symbolism

The phrase “day of infamy” itself has become symbolic of betrayal and
unexpected attack. It continues to be referenced in discussions of historical
and modern events that involve surprise aggression or violations of peace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the 'Day of Infamy'
speech?

The main purpose of the 'Day of Infamy' speech, delivered by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, was to inform the American public about the surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan and to rally the nation to support entering
World War II.

Why does Roosevelt refer to December 7th as 'a date
which will live in infamy'?

Roosevelt calls December 7th 'a date which will live in infamy' because it
was a sudden and unprovoked attack on the United States, causing significant



loss and marking a turning point in American history.

How does Roosevelt use language to unify the American
people in the speech?

Roosevelt uses strong, decisive language and appeals to patriotism and shared
values, emphasizing the need for national unity and collective action against
the aggressors.

What historical event is the 'Day of Infamy' speech
responding to?

The speech responds to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7,
1941.

How does Roosevelt justify the decision to go to war
in the speech?

Roosevelt justifies going to war by highlighting the unprovoked nature of the
attack, the threat to national security, and the need to defend the country
and its allies.

What emotions does Roosevelt aim to evoke in his
audience through the speech?

Roosevelt aims to evoke feelings of shock, anger, resolve, and patriotism to
motivate Americans to support the war effort.

How is the 'Day of Infamy' speech historically
significant?

The speech is historically significant because it marked the official entry
of the United States into World War II and is remembered as a powerful
example of presidential rhetoric in times of crisis.

Additional Resources
1. Day of Infamy: The Speech That Changed America
This book explores President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s famous “Day of Infamy”
speech delivered after the attack on Pearl Harbor. It provides historical
context, breaking down the speech’s key themes and rhetorical strategies.
Readers gain insight into how this speech united the nation and mobilized the
American war effort during World War II.

2. Pearl Harbor: The Day of Infamy
A detailed account of the events leading up to and following the attack on
Pearl Harbor, this book highlights the significance of Roosevelt’s address to
Congress. It includes background on the political climate and the immediate
impact on American society. The narrative helps readers understand why the
speech is considered a pivotal moment in U.S. history.

3. Analyzing Great Speeches: Roosevelt’s Day of Infamy
Focused on rhetorical analysis, this book breaks down the components of



Roosevelt’s speech, including tone, diction, and persuasive techniques. It is
designed to help students and readers develop critical thinking skills when
examining historical speeches. Examples and exercises guide readers through
the process of interpretation and evaluation.

4. World War II Speeches That Shaped History
This compilation includes Roosevelt’s “Day of Infamy” speech alongside other
influential addresses from the World War II era. Each speech is accompanied
by commentary that explains its historical significance and rhetorical
impact. The book serves as a resource for understanding how leaders used
speeches to inspire and influence public opinion.

5. CommonLit Classroom Guide: Day of Infamy Speech
Created specifically for educators, this guide provides lesson plans,
discussion questions, and answer keys related to Roosevelt’s speech. It
emphasizes critical reading and comprehension skills tailored to middle and
high school students. The guide also offers strategies for engaging students
with historical texts.

6. The Power of Words: Roosevelt’s Day of Infamy Speech
This book examines the role of language in shaping public perception during
times of crisis. Roosevelt’s speech is used as a case study to show how
carefully chosen words can evoke emotion and rally a nation. Readers learn
about the speech’s structure and its enduring legacy in American political
communication.

7. Understanding Historical Speeches: A Student’s Guide
Aimed at students, this guide provides tools for analyzing speeches like the
“Day of Infamy.” It includes vocabulary support, context explanations, and
practice questions. The book helps readers build confidence in interpreting
complex texts and appreciating their historical importance.

8. From Pearl Harbor to Victory: The Role of Leadership Speeches
This book highlights the importance of leadership communication during World
War II, focusing on speeches that motivated the American public. Roosevelt’s
address is featured prominently, illustrating how effective communication can
influence morale and policy. It combines historical narrative with speech
analysis.

9. Rhetoric and History: The Day of Infamy Speech in Context
This scholarly work situates Roosevelt’s speech within the broader tradition
of political rhetoric. It explores the speech’s themes, audience reception,
and its place in American history textbooks and curricula. The book is ideal
for readers interested in the intersection of language, history, and
politics.
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