dependency theory example ap human
geography

dependency theory example ap human geography is a fundamental concept in
understanding global economic disparities and the relationships between
developed and developing countries. This theory is a critical part of the AP
Human Geography curriculum, where students analyze how historical and
economic factors contribute to uneven development across regions. Dependency
theory explains how resources flow from poorer, less developed states to
wealthier, developed nations, perpetuating a cycle of dependency and
underdevelopment. This article explores the core principles of dependency
theory and provides concrete examples relevant to AP Human Geography. It also
examines how the theory contrasts with other development models and discusses
its real-world implications in the context of globalization and economic
geography. By the end of this article, readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of how dependency theory applies to global economic patterns,
using specific regional and country examples to illustrate key points.

e Understanding Dependency Theory in AP Human Geography
e Key Examples of Dependency Theory
e Comparison with Other Development Theories

e Implications of Dependency Theory in Global Context

Understanding Dependency Theory in AP Human
Geography

Dependency theory is a critical framework within AP Human Geography that
addresses the persistent economic inequalities between countries. It
originated in the 1960s and 1970s as a response to modernization theory,
challenging the notion that all countries follow a linear path to
development. Instead, dependency theory posits that the global economic
system is structured to benefit wealthy, industrialized nations at the
expense of poorer, developing countries, often referred to as the
"periphery."

This theory emphasizes the historical context of colonialism and imperialism,
which established economic systems that extracted resources and labor from
colonized regions, enriching the colonizers. According to dependency theory,
these imbalanced relationships continue through international trade,
multinational corporations, and financial institutions. Core countries
exploit peripheral countries by controlling markets and resources, thereby



maintaining their dominance and limiting the peripheral countries' ability to
industrialize and develop independently.

Core Concepts of Dependency Theory

The main ideas behind dependency theory include:

e Core and Periphery: The world is divided into core countries (developed,
wealthy) and peripheral countries (developing, poorer).

e Exploitation: Peripheral countries provide raw materials, cheap labor,
and markets for the core countries, which in turn produce high-value
goods.

e Unequal Exchange: Trade terms favor core countries, leading to
dependency and underdevelopment in peripheral countries.

e Historical Legacy: Colonialism and imperialism set the stage for ongoing
economic dependency.

Key Examples of Dependency Theory

To grasp the practical application of dependency theory in AP Human
Geography, it is essential to examine specific examples where this theory is
clearly illustrated. These examples help clarify how economic and political
relationships maintain global inequalities.

Latin America as a Dependency Theory Example

Latin America is often cited as a prime example of dependency theory in
action. Historically colonized by European powers, countries in this region
provided raw materials such as silver, sugar, coffee, and o0il to their
colonial rulers. Even after gaining independence, many Latin American
countries remained economically dependent on exporting raw materials and
importing manufactured goods from developed countries.

This economic structure created a cycle where wealth generated from resource

extraction did not lead to broad-based development but instead reinforced the
dominance of multinational corporations and foreign investors, often located

in core countries like the United States and Western Europe.

Sub-Saharan Africa and Dependency

Sub-Saharan Africa exemplifies dependency theory through its reliance on
exporting commodities such as minerals, oil, and agricultural products. Many



African economies remain dependent on a narrow range of exports, making them
vulnerable to price fluctuations on global markets controlled by wealthier
nations. This dependency limits economic diversification and development
efforts.

Additionally, foreign debt and structural adjustment programs imposed by
international financial institutions have often exacerbated dependency by
enforcing austerity measures and market liberalization policies that benefit
global capital but hinder local development.

Other Notable Examples

* Southeast Asia: Some countries have transitioned from peripheral to
semi-peripheral status by integrating into global manufacturing chains,
but dependency on foreign investment persists.

e Caribbean Nations: Economies heavily reliant on tourism and resource
exports often face challenges linked to dependency.

Comparison with Other Development Theories

Understanding dependency theory also involves contrasting it with other
development models taught in AP Human Geography, such as modernization theory
and world-systems theory. Each provides a different perspective on global
development and economic relationships.

Modernization Theory

Modernization theory argues that all countries progress through similar
stages of development, from traditional societies to modern industrial
economies. It emphasizes internal factors like technology, education, and
cultural attitudes as drivers of development, often downplaying external
influences. Dependency theory critiques this approach, highlighting how
external economic structures limit the ability of peripheral countries to
modernize independently.

World-Systems Theory

World-systems theory, developed by sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein, builds
on dependency theory by categorizing countries into core, semi-periphery, and
periphery. It emphasizes the dynamic nature of global economic systems and
the shifting roles countries can play. While dependency theory focuses on the
exploitative relationship between core and periphery, world-systems theory
offers a more nuanced view of the global economy's structure and change over



time.

Key Differences

e Modernization theory focuses on internal development factors; dependency
theory stresses external economic relationships.

e Dependency theory highlights historical exploitation; modernization
theory promotes a universal development path.

e World-systems theory incorporates a more fluid hierarchy compared to the
rigid core-periphery model in dependency theory.

Implications of Dependency Theory in Global
Context

Dependency theory has significant implications for understanding contemporary
global economic geography and informs debates on development policies, trade,
and international relations.

Globalization and Economic Dependency

In the era of globalization, the principles of dependency theory remain
relevant as many developing countries continue to experience economic
dependence on multinational corporations and global markets dominated by
developed nations. The theory explains how global supply chains and trade
agreements can perpetuate inequalities by benefiting powerful economies while
limiting peripheral countries' growth opportunities.

Development Policy and Criticism

Dependency theory has influenced alternative development strategies that
advocate for reducing reliance on foreign investment, promoting local
industries, and restructuring global economic relationships. Critics argue
that dependency theory can be overly deterministic and does not account for
successful cases of development in previously peripheral countries, such as
South Korea and Singapore.

Examples of Policy Responses

e Import substitution industrialization (ISI) policies aimed at reducing



dependency by fostering domestic manufacturing.

e Regional trade blocs attempting to strengthen economic ties among
developing countries.

e Debt relief initiatives and calls for reforming international financial
institutions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of dependency theory in AP Human
Geography?

An example of dependency theory in AP Human Geography is the economic
relationship between core countries like the United States and peripheral
countries such as many nations in Sub-Saharan Africa, where the core exploits
the peripheral for raw materials and cheap labor, limiting the development of
the peripheral countries.

How does dependency theory explain underdevelopment
in Latin America?

Dependency theory explains underdevelopment in Latin America by arguing that
the region's economies are dependent on exporting raw materials to developed
countries, which leads to economic exploitation and hinders their ability to
develop diversified and self-sufficient economies.

Can you give a historical example of dependency
theory in practice?

A historical example of dependency theory in practice is colonialism, where
European powers extracted resources and wealth from colonies in Africa, Asia,
and Latin America, creating economic dependencies that persisted even after
independence.

How does dependency theory relate to the core-
periphery model in AP Human Geography?

Dependency theory relates to the core-periphery model by illustrating how
peripheral countries remain dependent on core countries for capital,
technology, and markets, which perpetuates inequality and inhibits peripheral
countries' development.



What role do multinational corporations play in
dependency theory?

Multinational corporations often reinforce dependency theory by investing in
peripheral countries primarily to extract resources or cheap labor,
repatriating profits to core countries, and limiting economic growth and
diversification in the host peripheral nations.

How can dependency theory be observed in modern
global trade?

Dependency theory can be observed in modern global trade where peripheral
countries export low-value raw materials to core countries and import high-
value manufactured goods, resulting in unfavorable terms of trade that
maintain economic dependency and limit development.

Additional Resources

1. Dependency and Development in Latin America

This book explores the origins and impacts of dependency theory within the
context of Latin American economic and social development. It examines how
external economic forces have shaped the region's growth patterns and
perpetuated inequalities. The author uses case studies to illustrate the
challenges faced by Latin American countries in breaking free from dependency
on developed nations.

2. The Political Economy of Dependency

Focusing on the intersection of politics and economics, this book delves into
how dependency theory explains the power imbalances between developed and
developing countries. It discusses the role of multinational corporations,
trade policies, and global financial institutions in maintaining dependency
relationships. The text is essential for understanding the political
structures that reinforce economic dependency.

3. Globalization and Dependency: A Critical Analysis

This book critically examines the effects of globalization through the lens
of dependency theory. It argues that despite increased global integration,
many developing countries remain trapped in dependent positions within the
world economy. The author highlights contemporary issues such as
neoliberalism and international trade agreements that perpetuate dependency.

4. Dependency Theory in Historical Perspective

Offering a comprehensive overview of dependency theory’s evolution, this book
traces its intellectual roots and development over time. It situates the
theory within broader debates about modernization and development economics.
Readers gain insights into the shifting critiques and adaptations of
dependency theory in response to global changes.



5. Unequal Exchange and Global Dependency

This work focuses on the concept of unequal exchange as a mechanism that
sustains economic dependency between core and peripheral countries. It
analyzes trade patterns and the flow of resources that disadvantage
developing nations. The book provides empirical data and theoretical
arguments to support its claims about global inequality.

6. Core and Periphery: The Dynamics of Dependency

Exploring the spatial and economic dimensions of dependency, this book
discusses the core-periphery model central to dependency theory. It looks at
how geographic and economic factors create persistent disparities between
developed and underdeveloped regions. The author also explores potential
pathways toward reducing these disparities.

7. Dependency Theory and Urban Development

This book applies dependency theory to the study of urbanization in
developing countries. It investigates how dependency relationships influence
city growth, infrastructure, and social stratification. The text offers case
studies from various regions, illustrating the complex interplay between
global economic forces and local urban dynamics.

8. Postcolonial Perspectives on Dependency Theory

Integrating postcolonial theory with dependency theory, this book examines
how colonial histories continue to shape contemporary economic dependencies.
It critiques traditional development paradigms and emphasizes the cultural
and political dimensions of dependency. The author provides a nuanced
understanding of how power and identity intersect in global economic
relations.

9. Rethinking Development: Dependency Theory and Beyond

This book challenges conventional development theories by revisiting
dependency theory and proposing new frameworks for understanding global
inequality. It critiques both modernization and neoliberal approaches,
advocating for more equitable and sustainable development strategies. The
work encourages scholars and policymakers to reconsider how dependency shapes
development outcomes worldwide.
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