
early american and colonial literature
unit test
early american and colonial literature unit test serves as a crucial
assessment tool for students studying the foundational texts and themes of
America's earliest literary traditions. This unit test typically covers a
diverse range of works from the 17th and 18th centuries, reflecting the
cultural, religious, and historical contexts of early settlers and colonial
life. Understanding the key authors, literary styles, and thematic elements
of this period is essential for success. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of the major components of an early american and colonial
literature unit test, including common topics, sample questions, and
effective study strategies. Emphasis is placed on recognizing significant
works by authors such as Anne Bradstreet, Jonathan Edwards, and William
Bradford, as well as the Puritan influence on literature. Additionally, the
article discusses the importance of analyzing primary texts and understanding
the historical background to enhance comprehension and critical thinking. The
following sections offer a structured guide to mastering the material
typically found on an early american and colonial literature unit test.

Overview of Early American and Colonial Literature

Key Authors and Their Contributions

Common Themes and Literary Styles

Sample Test Questions and Formats

Effective Study Strategies for the Unit Test

Overview of Early American and Colonial
Literature
The study of early american and colonial literature encompasses writings
produced in the American colonies from the early 1600s through the late
1700s. This literature reflects the social, religious, and political
circumstances of the time, with a strong emphasis on Puritan beliefs,
exploration narratives, and the colonial experience. Texts often include
sermons, diaries, poetry, and historical accounts that reveal the mindset and
values of early settlers. An early american and colonial literature unit test
evaluates students’ knowledge of these works and their ability to interpret
the language, symbolism, and historical significance embedded within them.



Historical Context
Understanding the historical backdrop of colonial America is vital when
studying this literature. The period was marked by European colonization,
religious persecution, and the quest for a new societal order. Literature
from this era typically addresses themes of divine providence, morality, and
survival in a harsh environment. These elements provide insight into the
motivations and challenges faced by early Americans, shaping the narratives
and styles found in their writings.

Types of Literary Works Included
Early american and colonial literature includes a variety of genres such as:

Sermons and religious tracts

Pilgrim and Puritan diaries and journals

Poetry reflecting spiritual and personal themes

Historical and exploration narratives

Political pamphlets and speeches

Key Authors and Their Contributions
An early american and colonial literature unit test frequently focuses on
prominent writers whose works exemplify the era’s literary characteristics.
These authors offer a window into the cultural and ideological foundations of
early America and are essential study figures for students.

Anne Bradstreet
Anne Bradstreet is recognized as the first published American poet and a
significant female voice in colonial literature. Her poetry often explores
themes of faith, family, and personal reflection, providing insight into the
Puritan worldview and the role of women in colonial society.

Jonathan Edwards
Jonathan Edwards was a key figure in the Great Awakening and is known for his
fiery sermons, such as "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." His works
exemplify the fervent religious revivalism of the time and the persuasive use
of language to inspire moral reform.



William Bradford
William Bradford’s historical account, "Of Plymouth Plantation," is a
foundational text that chronicles the Pilgrims' journey and settlement. His
writing style combines historical documentation with religious
interpretation, reflecting the challenges and triumphs of early colonial
life.

Common Themes and Literary Styles
Identifying recurring themes and distinctive literary styles is a critical
component of an early american and colonial literature unit test.
Understanding these elements aids in analyzing texts and appreciating their
historical and cultural significance.

Religious Influence
Religion, particularly Puritanism, permeates much of the literature from this
period. Themes of divine providence, predestination, and moral righteousness
dominate the texts. Writers often used their works to promote spiritual
reflection and adherence to religious principles.

Exploration and Survival
Many texts focus on the experiences of exploration and the hardships faced by
early settlers. These narratives emphasize perseverance, faith, and the human
struggle against nature and adversity.

Plain Style and Symbolism
The plain style, characterized by simple, direct language, was favored to
convey religious messages clearly and effectively. Symbolism is also
prevalent, with natural elements and biblical references used to illustrate
spiritual concepts.

Common Themes Include:

Faith and doubt

Community and individualism

Man’s relationship with God and nature

Morality and redemption



Perseverance and hardship

Sample Test Questions and Formats
Familiarity with the types of questions and formats used in an early american
and colonial literature unit test can improve preparedness and confidence
when taking the exam. Tests typically include multiple-choice, short answer,
and essay questions to assess comprehension and critical analysis.

Multiple-Choice Questions
These questions often focus on identifying authors, understanding themes, and
interpreting the meaning of specific passages. Example:

Which author wrote "Of Plymouth Plantation"?

What is the central message in Jonathan Edwards’ sermon "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God"?

Short Answer Questions
Short answers require concise explanations of literary devices, thematic
elements, or historical context. Example:

Explain the significance of the plain style in Puritan literature.

Describe the role of faith in Anne Bradstreet’s poetry.

Essay Questions
Essay prompts challenge students to analyze texts in depth, compare authors,
or explore the influence of religion and history on the literature. Example:

Discuss how early american and colonial literature reflects the values
and struggles of the Puritan community.

Analyze the use of symbolism in William Bradford’s "Of Plymouth
Plantation."



Effective Study Strategies for the Unit Test
Success on an early american and colonial literature unit test depends on
thorough preparation and understanding of the material. Employing targeted
study methods can enhance retention and analytical skills.

Close Reading and Annotation
Careful reading of primary texts with annotations helps identify key themes,
literary devices, and historical references. Highlighting important passages
and writing marginal notes can deepen comprehension.

Reviewing Author Biographies and Historical Context
Studying the lives of key authors and the historical events surrounding their
works provides valuable context that enriches textual analysis and
interpretation.

Practice with Sample Questions
Working through sample multiple-choice, short answer, and essay questions
familiarizes students with the test format and sharpens critical thinking
skills.

Group Discussions and Study Sessions
Collaborating with peers to discuss themes and interpretations encourages
diverse perspectives and reinforces understanding.

Utilizing Study Guides and Summaries
Summaries and study guides can serve as effective tools to review major
concepts and organize knowledge systematically.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main characteristics of Early American
and Colonial literature?
Early American and Colonial literature is characterized by its focus on
religion, exploration, survival, and the relationship between humans and
nature. It often includes sermons, diaries, captivity narratives, and poetry



that reflect Puritan values and the colonial experience.

Who are some key authors studied in the Early
American and Colonial literature unit?
Key authors include Anne Bradstreet, Jonathan Edwards, William Bradford,
Edward Taylor, and Mary Rowlandson, among others.

What is the significance of Anne Bradstreet's poetry
in Colonial literature?
Anne Bradstreet's poetry is significant because she was one of the first
published poets in America. Her work provides insight into the Puritan
experience, exploring themes of faith, family, and personal reflection.

How does Jonathan Edwards' sermon 'Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God' reflect Puritan beliefs?
Edwards' sermon emphasizes the themes of sin, divine wrath, and the
possibility of salvation, reflecting the Puritan belief in original sin and
the need for personal repentance to avoid eternal damnation.

What role do captivity narratives play in Early
American literature?
Captivity narratives recount the experiences of colonists captured by Native
Americans. They serve as both historical accounts and moral lessons, often
highlighting themes of faith, survival, and cultural conflict.

How does William Bradford's 'Of Plymouth Plantation'
contribute to our understanding of colonial life?
Bradford's work provides a detailed historical account of the Pilgrims'
journey to America, their struggles, and the establishment of Plymouth
Colony, offering valuable insights into early colonial challenges and
community values.

What themes are commonly explored in Early American
and Colonial literature?
Common themes include religious faith and providence, the struggle for
survival, the nature of good and evil, community and individualism, and
encounters between colonists and Native Americans.



Why is the study of Early American and Colonial
literature important for understanding American
history?
Studying this literature helps us understand the cultural, religious, and
social foundations of early America. It reveals the mindset, values, and
experiences of the colonists, which shaped the development of American
identity and society.

Additional Resources
1. Plymouth Plantation by William Bradford
This historical narrative by William Bradford chronicles the experiences of
the Pilgrims from their departure from England through the establishment of
Plymouth Colony. The text offers insight into the early struggles, religious
motivations, and governance of the settlers. It is a foundational work for
understanding early colonial American literature and Puritan values.

2. Of Plymouth Plantation by William Bradford
Often used interchangeably with Plymouth Plantation, this work details the
journey and settlement of the Pilgrims in the New World. Bradford’s firsthand
account provides valuable historical and cultural perspectives on early
colonial life, including interactions with Native Americans. It is essential
for understanding the Puritan worldview and colonial challenges.

3. Letters from an American Farmer by J. Hector St. John de Crèvecœur
This collection of letters offers a European’s perspective on life in the
American colonies during the 18th century. The letters explore themes of
identity, nature, and the concept of the "American" as distinct from European
roots. It is significant for its early reflections on American society and
culture.

4. The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano by Olaudah
Equiano
An autobiographical account of an African man who was enslaved and later
gained his freedom, this book provides a powerful perspective on slavery in
colonial America. Equiano’s narrative challenges prevailing attitudes about
race and humanity during the colonial period. It is a key text in early
American literature addressing slavery and human rights.

5. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards
This famous sermon exemplifies Puritan religious fervor during the Great
Awakening. Edwards uses vivid imagery and emotional appeals to encourage
repentance and spiritual renewal. The sermon is a critical piece for
understanding early American religious literature and the cultural atmosphere
of colonial New England.

6. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Though published later in the 19th century, this novel is deeply rooted in



Puritan New England and explores themes of sin, guilt, and redemption. It
provides a fictional but insightful portrayal of early colonial society and
its moral strictures. The book is often studied to understand the legacy of
colonial Puritanism in American literature.

7. Common Sense by Thomas Paine
This influential pamphlet played a significant role in advocating for
American independence from Britain. Paine’s clear and persuasive prose made
complex political ideas accessible to a broad audience. It is an essential
text in colonial American literature related to political thought and
revolutionary ideals.

8. To My Dear and Loving Husband by Anne Bradstreet
One of the earliest poets of colonial America, Anne Bradstreet’s poetry
reflects Puritan beliefs and personal experiences. This particular poem
expresses deep affection and the intimate emotional life of a colonial woman.
Bradstreet’s work is critical for understanding early American poetry and
female authorship.

9. Magnalia Christi Americana by Cotton Mather
This extensive work documents the religious history of New England from its
settlement through the late 17th century. Mather, a prominent Puritan
minister, combines history, biography, and theology to depict the spiritual
development of the colonies. The book is valuable for its detailed account of
Puritan society and early colonial events.
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