
examination day by henry slesar
examination day by henry slesar is a compelling short story that explores themes of intelligence,
societal control, and parental love within a dystopian setting. This narrative, written by Henry Slesar,
delves into a future society where citizens are subjected to mandatory intelligence testing, reflecting
on the consequences of such rigid societal expectations. The story is renowned for its suspenseful
plot, emotional depth, and thought-provoking commentary on government surveillance and individual
worth. Through an analysis of its plot, characters, themes, and critical reception, this article aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of "Examination Day" and its relevance in both literary and
social contexts. Readers will also find insights into the story’s symbolism and Slesar’s writing style,
making this a thorough exploration of the work. The following sections outline the key aspects of the
story for a detailed study.
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Author Background and Writing Style
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Plot Summary of Examination Day by Henry Slesar

The plot of examination day by henry slesar centers around a futuristic society where intelligence
testing is compulsory for all twelve-year-old children. The protagonist, a young boy named Dickie
Jordan, is eager yet anxious about his upcoming government-mandated examination. The story
unfolds on the day of the exam, revealing a tense atmosphere filled with societal pressure and the
looming consequences of failure. As Dickie takes the test, readers witness the emotional strain on
both the child and his parents, culminating in a shocking and poignant conclusion. This narrative
structure effectively highlights the dystopian environment and the harsh realities imposed by the
state on its citizens.

Setting and Context

The story is set in a dystopian future where government control extends into the most personal
aspects of life, including education and intellectual assessment. The examination is not merely an
academic exercise but a tool for the government to regulate the population's intellectual abilities. This
setting creates a chilling backdrop that emphasizes themes of oppression and conformity.



Key Plot Events

Dickie's anticipation and preparation for the intelligence test.

The interaction between Dickie and his parents, highlighting familial concerns.

The examination process itself, which is conducted under strict government supervision.

The revelation of the test results and their devastating implications.

Main Characters and Their Roles

In examination day by henry slesar, character development is concise yet significant, contributing
to the story’s emotional intensity and thematic depth. Each character embodies different facets of the
dystopian society and the personal impact of governmental control.

Dickie Jordan

Dickie is the young protagonist whose fate drives the story. His innocence and youthful enthusiasm
contrast sharply with the ominous nature of the examination, symbolizing the loss of childhood
freedom in a tightly controlled society. Dickie’s experience reflects the vulnerability of individuals
under authoritarian regimes.

Dickie’s Parents

The parents represent the conflicted and fearful citizens who must navigate the demands of the
government while protecting their children. Their interactions reveal the emotional toll of living under
constant surveillance and the tragic consequences of compliance. The father’s role, in particular,
underscores the story’s climax and moral message.

The Government Officials

Though not deeply personalized, the examiners and government representatives serve as the
faceless instruments of state power. Their presence reinforces the theme of dehumanization and the
impersonal nature of the regime’s control mechanisms.



Themes and Symbolism

examination day by henry slesar is rich with themes that resonate beyond its narrative, offering
critical insights into societal issues and human psychology. The story uses symbolism to enhance its
exploration of these themes.

Intelligence and Control

The central theme revolves around the use of intelligence testing as a means of societal control. The
government’s imposition of mandatory exams reflects a dystopian obsession with regulating human
potential and suppressing individuality. Intelligence, traditionally a measure of personal achievement,
becomes a tool for discrimination and punishment.

Parental Love and Fear

The story poignantly depicts the complexities of parental love in a repressive society. The parents’
anxiety and sorrow highlight the emotional cost of living under authoritarian rule. Their protective
instincts clash with the inevitability of the state’s demands, illustrating the human dimension of
political oppression.

Symbolism in Examination Day

The examination itself symbolizes the invasive reach of government into private lives.

Dickie’s test results represent the fate imposed upon individuals based on arbitrary standards.

The setting and atmosphere evoke the loss of innocence and freedom.

Author Background and Writing Style

Henry Slesar, the author of examination day by henry slesar, was a prolific American writer known
for his work in speculative fiction, mystery, and suspense. His writing often incorporated sharp social
commentary and unexpected twists, characteristics evident in this story.

Henry Slesar’s Literary Contributions



Slesar’s career spanned several decades during which he wrote numerous short stories, television
scripts, and novels. He gained recognition for his ability to blend genre conventions with insightful
critiques of contemporary society. “Examination Day” exemplifies his skill in crafting narratives that
are both engaging and thought-provoking.

Writing Style and Techniques

Slesar employs a concise and direct prose style, which enhances the tension and emotional impact of
the story. His use of foreshadowing and irony contributes to the unexpected conclusion, leaving a
lasting impression on readers. The narrative’s economy and focus on essential details demonstrate
Slesar’s mastery of the short story format.

Critical Reception and Impact

examination day by henry slesar has been widely studied and praised for its incisive portrayal of
dystopian themes and its relevance to discussions on education, government surveillance, and
individual rights. The story has appeared in various anthologies and academic curricula, underscoring
its literary significance.

Academic Analysis

Scholars have analyzed the story’s themes in the context of Cold War anxieties, totalitarianism, and
the ethics of intelligence testing. Its depiction of a society that punishes intellectual ability challenges
readers to consider the consequences of conformity and state control.

Influence on Popular Culture

“Examination Day” has influenced other works in the dystopian genre and remains a reference point
for discussions about the balance between societal order and personal freedom. Its chilling narrative
continues to resonate with audiences concerned about government overreach and the value of
individual intellect.

Key Factors Contributing to Its Endurance

Engaging and suspenseful storytelling.1.

Relevant social and political themes.2.

Memorable and emotionally charged characters.3.



Concise and impactful writing style.4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Examination Day' by Henry Slesar?
'Examination Day' explores themes of government control, the dangers of conformity, and the loss of
individuality through a dystopian setting where intelligence tests determine a child's fate.

Who are the main characters in 'Examination Day'?
The main characters are Dickie Jordan, a young boy about to take a government-mandated
intelligence test, and his parents.

What is the significance of the intelligence test in the story?
The intelligence test is a tool used by the government to control the population by eliminating those
who exceed a certain intelligence level, highlighting themes of oppression and fear of intellectualism.

How does 'Examination Day' reflect societal fears?
The story reflects fears of authoritarian governments, loss of personal freedom, and the
consequences of a society that punishes intelligence rather than encourages it.

What is the ending of 'Examination Day' and its impact?
The story ends tragically with Dickie's death after scoring too high on the test, underscoring the brutal
consequences of the regime's policies and leaving a lasting impression on readers about the dangers
of oppressive control.

In what genre is 'Examination Day' classified?
'Examination Day' is classified as a dystopian science fiction short story.

What message does Henry Slesar convey through
'Examination Day'?
Slesar conveys a cautionary message about the perils of authoritarianism and the suppression of
intellectual freedom.

Why is 'Examination Day' still relevant today?
The story remains relevant as it addresses ongoing concerns about government surveillance, control,
and the suppression of dissenting or exceptional individuals.



How does Henry Slesar build suspense in 'Examination Day'?
Slesar uses a calm and ordinary setting contrasted with the ominous nature of the intelligence test,
gradually revealing the harsh reality to build suspense and emotional impact.

Additional Resources
1. Examination Day and Other Stories
This collection features Henry Slesar's famous short story "Examination Day" alongside other thought-
provoking tales. The stories often explore dystopian themes, human psychology, and societal norms.
Readers are taken on a journey through suspenseful and sometimes unsettling scenarios that
challenge perceptions of authority and conformity.

2. The House of Five Stories
A compilation of Henry Slesar's most intriguing short stories, this book delves into mysteries, science
fiction, and psychological thrillers. Slesar's sharp storytelling and twist endings keep readers engaged
from start to finish. "Examination Day" is included as a standout piece showcasing his mastery of
suspense.

3. Tales of Suspense and Intrigue
This anthology gathers a selection of Slesar's works centered on suspense and unexpected twists.
Each story presents a unique premise that questions morality and human nature. Fans of
"Examination Day" will appreciate the similar themes of control and rebellion woven throughout the
collection.

4. Science Fiction Stories by Henry Slesar
Focused on Slesar's contributions to the science fiction genre, this book compiles stories that imagine
futuristic societies and technologies. "Examination Day" is featured as a critical commentary on
government surveillance and individual freedom. The narratives blend speculative fiction with sharp
social critique.

5. Henry Slesar’s Best Short Stories
A curated selection showcasing the best of Slesar's writing across genres, including mystery, thriller,
and speculative fiction. The book includes "Examination Day," highlighting his talent for creating
powerful, concise narratives with impactful conclusions. Readers will find a variety of stories that
challenge expectations and provoke thought.

6. Dystopian Tales: Stories of Control and Rebellion
This collection focuses on dystopian themes, featuring stories where characters face oppressive
governments and societal constraints. "Examination Day" is featured prominently as a quintessential
example of this genre. The stories explore the consequences of conformity and the human spirit’s
response to control.

7. Psychological Thrillers by Henry Slesar
A volume dedicated to Slesar’s exploration of the human mind under stress and pressure. The stories
delve into fear, paranoia, and the complexity of human behavior. "Examination Day" serves as a
chilling narrative about state control and loss of innocence.

8. Classic Short Stories for Young Adults
This book includes a selection of classic short stories suitable for young adult readers, including



"Examination Day." The stories engage with themes relevant to adolescents, such as authority,
identity, and societal expectations. Slesar’s story is often used in educational settings to prompt
discussion about ethics and governance.

9. Twist Endings: The Works of Henry Slesar
Highlighting Slesar’s reputation for surprising and memorable endings, this collection gathers stories
that keep readers guessing until the last line. "Examination Day" exemplifies his skill in delivering a
powerful conclusion that resonates long after reading. The book is perfect for fans of suspenseful and
cleverly crafted short fiction.
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