
examination day commonlit answers
examination day commonlit answers are essential for students and educators seeking to
understand the comprehension and analytical questions related to the short story "Examination Day"
by Henry Slesar. This article delves into detailed explanations and insights regarding commonlit's
examination day questions, providing a comprehensive guide to mastering the material. By exploring
the themes, characters, and plot elements alongside the official answers, readers can enhance their
understanding and prepare effectively for assessments. Furthermore, the discussion includes tips on
how to approach similar literary analysis questions and strategies for improving reading
comprehension. Whether used as a study aid or teaching resource, this guide aims to clarify
commonlit answers and promote deeper engagement with the text. The following sections outline
the key aspects of examination day commonlit answers to facilitate a structured learning experience.

Overview of "Examination Day" by Henry Slesar

Commonlit Question Breakdown

Detailed Analysis of Key Themes

Character Examination and Interpretations

Answering Strategies for Commonlit Assessments

Frequently Asked Questions about Examination Day Commonlit Answers

Overview of "Examination Day" by Henry Slesar
"Examination Day" is a dystopian short story written by Henry Slesar that explores themes of
government control, intelligence testing, and individual freedom. The narrative centers on a young
boy named Dickie Jordan, who must take a mandatory government examination on his twelfth
birthday. The story presents a chilling portrayal of a society where intellectual capability is tightly
regulated and scrutinized. Understanding the plot and setting provides the foundation for answering
commonlit questions effectively. This section covers the summary and context necessary for
interpreting the story’s deeper meaning and preparing for related assessments.

Plot Summary
The story follows Dickie Jordan, who lives in a society where children are required to undergo an
intelligence test when they turn twelve. Despite his parents' anxiety and attempts to shield him,
Dickie attends the examination, which determines his future. The story concludes with a shocking
revelation about the consequences of scoring above a certain intelligence threshold. This plot
summary is critical for answering comprehension questions and understanding the story's tone and
message.



Historical and Social Context
Written during the Cold War era, "Examination Day" reflects societal fears about government
overreach and conformity. The story critiques the loss of individuality and the dangers of
authoritarian control. Recognizing this context aids in interpreting the story's themes and answering
analytical questions posed by commonlit.

Commonlit Question Breakdown
Commonlit provides specific questions designed to test comprehension, analysis, and critical
thinking about "Examination Day." These questions range from identifying literary devices to
interpreting thematic elements. This section systematically reviews typical questions and the
rationale behind their answers, helping students to approach similar tasks confidently.

Types of Questions
Commonlit questions on "Examination Day" typically include:

Literal comprehension questions that focus on plot details

Inferential questions that require reading between the lines

Analytical questions about themes, tone, and author’s purpose

Vocabulary and language usage questions

Questions about literary devices such as irony and foreshadowing

Sample Question and Answer Explanation
A common question might ask why the government enforces intelligence testing. The answer
requires understanding that the government aims to control the population by identifying and
eliminating those who exceed a certain intelligence level, which is a central theme of the story.
Explaining this answer involves referencing specific story details and analyzing the implications of
the examination system.

Detailed Analysis of Key Themes
The themes in "Examination Day" are critical to understanding the story’s message and answering
commonlit questions with depth. This section explores the major themes, providing examples and
interpretations to clarify the story’s underlying ideas.



Government Control and Surveillance
The story presents a society where the government monitors and controls citizens through
mandatory intelligence testing. This theme highlights the dangers of authoritarian regimes and loss
of privacy. The examination symbolizes invasive state power and raises questions about freedom and
autonomy.

Fear of Intelligence and Individuality
A central theme is the fear of individuals who are too intelligent. The government’s policy to
eliminate those who score above a threshold reflects societal anxiety about nonconformity and
intellectual independence. This theme is often the focus of commonlit analytical questions.

Irony and Foreshadowing
The story uses irony, especially in its ending, where the parents’ anxiety about the test leads to
tragic consequences. Foreshadowing is evident in the parents’ secretive behavior and the ominous
description of examination protocols. Recognizing these literary devices is essential for answering
questions related to tone and mood.

Character Examination and Interpretations
Understanding the characters in "Examination Day" helps clarify motivations and thematic
significance. This section examines the main characters and their roles within the story’s framework.

Dickie Jordan
Dickie is the protagonist, portrayed as an innocent child caught in a ruthless system. His compliance
with the examination rules contrasts with the oppressive environment, making him a symbol of
vulnerability. Commonlit questions often explore his characterization and symbolic role.

The Parents
Dickie’s parents are anxious and secretive, reflecting their fear of the government’s harsh policies.
Their behavior provides insight into the story’s tension and emotional impact. Analyzing their
responses helps students answer questions about tone and mood.

The Government as an Unseen Character
Though not personified, the government functions as a powerful character through its policies and
effects on families. Its presence shapes the story’s conflict and themes, a point frequently examined
in assessments.



Answering Strategies for Commonlit Assessments
Effective strategies improve accuracy and confidence when responding to examination day
commonlit answers. This section outlines best practices to tackle various question types
successfully.

Close Reading and Annotation
Careful reading and annotating the text help identify key details and literary elements. Highlighting
themes, character actions, and significant phrases enables students to refer back during
questioning.

Understanding Question Types
Identifying whether a question is literal, inferential, or analytical guides the response approach.
Literal questions require direct text references, while analytical questions demand interpretation
and critical thinking.

Using Textual Evidence
Supporting answers with direct quotes or paraphrased evidence from the story strengthens
credibility. This practice is crucial for higher-level questions and enhances overall answer quality.

Managing Time Effectively
Allocating appropriate time to each question ensures thorough responses without rushing.
Prioritizing more challenging questions after completing straightforward ones is a recommended
strategy.

Frequently Asked Questions about Examination Day
Commonlit Answers
This section addresses common inquiries related to the story and its commonlit answers, helping to
clarify typical areas of confusion.

Why is the intelligence test important in the story?
The intelligence test serves as a tool for government control, determining which individuals pose a
threat to societal conformity. It symbolizes the suppression of intellectual freedom and the
consequences of a totalitarian regime.



What is the significance of the story’s ending?
The ending reveals the tragic fate of Dickie’s family, emphasizing the harshness of the government’s
policies. It serves as a powerful critique of authoritarianism and the dehumanization of citizens.

How can students best prepare for commonlit questions on
this story?
Students should focus on thorough comprehension, thematic analysis, and familiarity with literary
devices. Practicing with similar questions and reviewing answer explanations enhances
preparedness.

What literary devices are most prominent in "Examination
Day"?
Irony, foreshadowing, and symbolism are key devices used by Henry Slesar to convey the story’s
themes and create emotional impact. Recognizing these devices is essential for answering analytical
questions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Examination Day' on CommonLit?
'Examination Day' primarily explores themes of government control, loss of innocence, and the
consequences of a dystopian society's obsession with intelligence testing.

Who are the main characters in 'Examination Day'?
The main characters are Dickie Jordan, a young boy who must take a government-mandated
intelligence test, and his parents, who are anxious about the outcome.

What is the significance of the intelligence test in
'Examination Day'?
The intelligence test represents the oppressive government's method of controlling its citizens by
limiting those who exceed a certain intelligence level, ultimately leading to tragic consequences.

How does the story 'Examination Day' end?
The story ends tragically when Dickie Jordan dies after taking the intelligence test, which reveals he
scored above the government's allowable limit.



What message does 'Examination Day' convey about
government surveillance and control?
'Examination Day' warns about the dangers of excessive government surveillance and control,
especially when it suppresses individuality and punishes intelligence.

Why is 'Examination Day' often used in CommonLit reading
assignments?
'Examination Day' is used to provoke critical thinking about dystopian themes, government power,
and ethical issues surrounding intelligence and freedom.

Where can students find answers to 'Examination Day'
comprehension questions on CommonLit?
Students can find guided answers and discussion points on CommonLit's platform itself, teacher
resources, or through educational forums that discuss the story's themes and questions.

Additional Resources
1. Examination Day: A Critical Analysis
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the themes and motifs found in "Examination Day." It
examines the societal implications and ethical questions raised by the story, providing readers with a
comprehensive understanding of its narrative and message. Ideal for students and educators alike, it
includes discussion questions and essay prompts.

2. CommonLit Examination Day Study Guide
Designed specifically for students using CommonLit, this study guide breaks down the story
"Examination Day" into manageable sections. It highlights key plot points, character analyses, and
thematic elements, making it easier to grasp the story’s core messages. The guide also features
practice questions and answer keys for self-assessment.

3. Understanding Dystopian Themes in "Examination Day"
This book delves into the dystopian elements present in "Examination Day," connecting the story to
broader dystopian literature. It discusses how the story reflects concerns about government control,
privacy, and individuality. Readers gain insight into the genre and how "Examination Day" fits within
it.

4. Exam Prep: Questions and Answers for "Examination Day"
A resourceful compilation of questions and answers related to "Examination Day," this book aids
students preparing for exams or essays. It includes multiple-choice questions, short answers, and
essay prompts, all accompanied by detailed explanations of the answers. This makes it an excellent
tool for reinforcing comprehension.

5. Thematic Essays on "Examination Day"
This collection features scholarly essays focusing on the various themes in "Examination Day," such
as government surveillance, family dynamics, and societal pressure. Each essay provides critical
insights and interpretations, encouraging readers to think deeply about the story’s implications.



Perfect for advanced students and literary enthusiasts.

6. Character Studies: "Examination Day" Protagonists and Antagonists
Focusing on character development, this book analyzes the motivations, traits, and roles of key
characters in "Examination Day." It explores how these characters contribute to the story’s tension
and message. The detailed character breakdowns help readers understand narrative structure and
character function.

7. CommonLit Answer Key: "Examination Day"
This straightforward answer key provides correct responses to all CommonLit questions related to
"Examination Day." It is an ideal companion for teachers and students who want to verify answers
quickly and accurately. The key also includes explanations to clarify why certain answers are
correct.

8. Exploring Government Control in "Examination Day"
This book investigates the portrayal of governmental authority and its impact on individual freedoms
within "Examination Day." It compares the story’s depiction with real-world examples of surveillance
and control. Readers are encouraged to reflect on the balance between security and privacy in
society.

9. Literary Devices in "Examination Day"
A focused study on the literary techniques used in "Examination Day," this book identifies and
explains the use of symbolism, foreshadowing, irony, and tone. Understanding these devices helps
readers appreciate the story’s craftsmanship and deeper meanings. It serves as a useful resource for
literary analysis and academic writing.
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