
example of a unbalanced force

example of a unbalanced force is a fundamental concept in physics that explains how an object’s

motion changes due to forces acting upon it. When forces acting on an object are not equal in

magnitude and opposite in direction, they create an unbalanced force that causes acceleration,

deceleration, or a change in direction. Understanding examples of unbalanced forces is crucial in fields

ranging from mechanical engineering to everyday phenomena like pushing a shopping cart or a car

accelerating on a road. This article explores various real-world examples of unbalanced forces, the

physics principles behind them, and their effects on motion. Additionally, it will cover how to calculate

unbalanced forces and distinguish them from balanced forces. The following sections provide a

comprehensive overview of these topics to enhance understanding and practical knowledge.

What is an Unbalanced Force?

Common Examples of Unbalanced Forces

Effects of Unbalanced Forces on Motion

Calculating Unbalanced Forces

Distinguishing Between Balanced and Unbalanced Forces

What is an Unbalanced Force?

An unbalanced force occurs when the total forces acting on an object do not cancel each other out,

resulting in a net force that changes the object’s state of motion. Unlike balanced forces, which are

equal in size and opposite in direction and cause no change, unbalanced forces induce acceleration



according to Newton’s Second Law of Motion. This law states that the acceleration of an object is

directly proportional to the net force acting on it and inversely proportional to its mass.

Definition and Characteristics

An unbalanced force can be defined as any force or combination of forces that causes an object to

accelerate. This acceleration might be in the form of speeding up, slowing down, or changing direction.

The characteristics of unbalanced forces include:

Net force is greater than zero

Causes a change in velocity

Can result from a single force or multiple forces not opposing equally

Influences both linear and rotational motion

Role in Newton’s Laws of Motion

Newton’s First Law, also known as the law of inertia, states that an object will remain at rest or in

uniform motion unless acted upon by an unbalanced force. Newton’s Second Law quantifies this

relationship with the equation F = ma, where F is the net unbalanced force, m is mass, and a is

acceleration. Therefore, understanding unbalanced forces is essential to predicting and explaining

changes in the motion of objects.

Common Examples of Unbalanced Forces

Examples of unbalanced forces are abundant in everyday life and various scientific applications. These



instances illustrate how unbalanced forces cause motion or changes in motion, making the concept

tangible and easier to understand.

Pushing a Box Across the Floor

When a person pushes a box, the force they exert may overcome the frictional force opposing the

motion. If the push is stronger than friction, the forces are unbalanced, causing the box to accelerate

across the floor. The friction force acts opposite to the pushing force, but if it is smaller, the box moves

forward.

Car Accelerating on a Road

A car’s engine produces a driving force that propels it forward. If this driving force exceeds opposing

forces such as air resistance and friction from the road, the forces become unbalanced, and the car

accelerates. Conversely, when brakes are applied, the unbalanced force acts to decelerate the vehicle.

Falling Objects Due to Gravity

When an object falls, gravity exerts a downward force that is unbalanced by air resistance initially,

causing the object to accelerate toward the ground. As the object’s speed increases, air resistance

grows until it balances gravity, and the object reaches terminal velocity. Before this point, the

gravitational force is an example of an unbalanced force.

Opening a Door

When pushing a door to open it, the force applied at the handle overcomes the door’s inertia and any

friction at the hinges. This unbalanced force causes the door to rotate about its hinges, illustrating

rotational motion caused by unbalanced torque forces.



List of Everyday Examples

A soccer ball being kicked and rolling across a field

A person rowing a boat accelerating through water

A rocket launching upward, overcoming gravitational pull

A sled sliding down a hill due to gravity and slope angle

A bicycle speeding up when pedaled harder

Effects of Unbalanced Forces on Motion

Unbalanced forces directly influence the motion of objects by causing acceleration or deceleration,

changing velocity, or altering direction. These effects can be described precisely using physics

principles and observed in practical situations.

Acceleration and Deceleration

When an unbalanced force acts on an object, it causes acceleration, which means the object’s velocity

increases. If the force acts opposite to the direction of motion, it results in deceleration or negative

acceleration, slowing the object down. For example, friction acting on a sliding object reduces its

speed over time.



Change in Direction

Unbalanced forces can change the direction of an object’s motion without necessarily changing its

speed. This is evident in circular motion, such as a car turning a corner, where the unbalanced

centripetal force directs the car toward the center of the curve.

Starting and Stopping Motion

Objects at rest begin to move when unbalanced forces exceed static friction. Similarly, moving objects

stop when unbalanced forces such as friction or braking forces overcome their momentum. This

initiation and cessation of motion are fundamental aspects governed by unbalanced forces.

Calculating Unbalanced Forces

Accurately calculating unbalanced forces is essential in physics and engineering to predict the motion

of objects. The process involves identifying all forces acting on the object, determining their directions

and magnitudes, and computing the net force.

Steps to Calculate Net Force

Identify all forces acting on the object, including applied forces, friction, gravity, and air1.

resistance.

Determine the direction of each force (e.g., upward, downward, left, right).2.

Add forces acting in the same direction and subtract forces acting in the opposite direction.3.

Calculate the net force using vector addition if forces act at angles.4.



Apply Newton’s Second Law (F = ma) to find acceleration if mass is known.5.

Example Calculation

Consider a box of mass 10 kg being pushed with a force of 50 N to the right while friction opposes the

motion with a force of 20 N to the left. The net force is:

Net force = 50 N (right) – 20 N (left) = 30 N (right)

Using Newton’s Second Law:

Acceleration, a = F/m = 30 N / 10 kg = 3 m/s² to the right

This calculation demonstrates how the unbalanced force results in acceleration in the specified

direction.

Distinguishing Between Balanced and Unbalanced Forces

It is important to differentiate between balanced and unbalanced forces to understand motion

accurately. Balanced forces do not change an object’s motion, while unbalanced forces cause

acceleration.

Characteristics of Balanced Forces

Balanced forces have equal magnitude and opposite directions, resulting in a net force of zero. When

forces are balanced, the object remains at rest or moves at a constant velocity. Examples include an

object resting on a table where gravity is balanced by the normal force.



Indicators of Unbalanced Forces

Signs that unbalanced forces are acting on an object include:

Change in speed (acceleration or deceleration)

Change in direction of movement

Starting or stopping motion

Rotational motion caused by torque

Practical Methods to Identify Force Types

In practical scenarios, observing motion changes and measuring force magnitudes help determine

whether forces are balanced or unbalanced. Instruments such as force sensors and motion detectors

aid in precise identification and analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of an unbalanced force in everyday life?

An example of an unbalanced force is when you push a stationary box and it starts moving. The

applied force overcomes friction, causing the box to accelerate.

How does an unbalanced force affect the motion of an object?

An unbalanced force causes an object to change its velocity by accelerating, decelerating, or changing

direction, according to Newton's Second Law of Motion.



Can gravity be considered an unbalanced force?

Yes, gravity can be an unbalanced force when it causes objects to accelerate downward, such as

when an apple falls from a tree.

Is friction always an unbalanced force?

Friction can be an unbalanced force if it causes an object to slow down or stop moving, but if forces

are balanced, friction may just maintain equilibrium.

What happens when forces acting on an object are balanced instead

of unbalanced?

When forces are balanced, the object remains at rest or continues to move at a constant velocity,

meaning there is no change in motion.

Give an example of unbalanced forces in sports.

In soccer, when a player kicks a ball, the force from the kick is unbalanced and causes the ball to

accelerate and change direction.

How do unbalanced forces relate to Newton's First Law of Motion?

Newton's First Law states that an object will remain at rest or in uniform motion unless acted upon by

an unbalanced force, which is necessary to change the object's motion.

Additional Resources

1. Forces in Motion: Understanding Unbalanced Forces

This book provides a clear and concise explanation of unbalanced forces and their effects on motion. It

covers fundamental concepts such as Newton’s laws, friction, and gravity, with real-world examples

like pushing a stalled car or a soccer ball being kicked. Ideal for students beginning their study of



physics, it uses simple language and engaging illustrations to make complex ideas accessible.

2. The Physics of Everyday Forces

Exploring how unbalanced forces shape the world around us, this book delves into everyday scenarios

where forces are not in equilibrium. From a tug-of-war to a roller coaster ride, it explains how forces

cause changes in speed and direction. The book also includes experiments and activities to help

readers visualize and understand the principles involved.

3. Newton’s Laws and the Power of Unbalanced Forces

Focused on Newton’s second law of motion, this book explains how unbalanced forces cause

acceleration. It breaks down mathematical concepts with practical examples, such as a car

accelerating or a rocket launching. The text is suitable for middle school to high school students

seeking a deeper understanding of force and motion.

4. Unbalanced Forces in Sports: The Science Behind the Game

This engaging book connects the science of unbalanced forces to various sports, explaining how

athletes use these forces to run, jump, and throw. It highlights examples like a basketball player

dribbling or a sprinter accelerating off the blocks. Readers learn how understanding unbalanced forces

can improve athletic performance and reduce injuries.

5. Friction and Unbalanced Forces: The Invisible Push and Pull

Focusing on friction as a key example of an unbalanced force, this book explains how friction affects

motion and why it is essential for everyday activities. It discusses scenarios such as sliding objects,

car brakes, and walking, illustrating how forces interact to either speed up or slow down movement.

The book includes experiments to demonstrate frictional forces in action.

6. Unbalanced Forces in Nature: From Wind to Water

This book explores how unbalanced forces operate in natural phenomena like wind, ocean currents,

and landslides. It explains the physics behind these forces and their impact on the environment and

human life. With vivid photographs and case studies, this book appeals to readers interested in both

science and nature.



7. Push, Pull, and Motion: A Kid’s Guide to Unbalanced Forces

Designed for young learners, this colorful and interactive book introduces the concept of unbalanced

forces through easy-to-understand language and fun illustrations. It features hands-on activities and

simple experiments, such as pushing toy cars or blowing on paper boats, to help children grasp how

forces cause changes in motion.

8. Engineering with Unbalanced Forces: Building Stable Structures

This book examines how engineers manage unbalanced forces when designing bridges, buildings, and

machines. It explains concepts like tension, compression, and torque with real-world examples and

diagrams. Readers gain insight into how understanding forces is crucial for creating safe and efficient

structures.

9. The Role of Unbalanced Forces in Space Exploration

Focusing on how unbalanced forces enable spacecraft to launch, maneuver, and land, this book

covers topics such as rocket propulsion, gravitational assists, and orbital mechanics. It combines

scientific explanations with inspiring stories from space missions. This book is perfect for readers

fascinated by space science and the physics of motion beyond Earth.
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