
example of author's purpose

example of author's purpose is a fundamental concept in understanding
literature and various forms of writing. Identifying an author’s purpose
helps readers grasp the intent behind a text, whether it is to inform,
entertain, persuade, or express ideas. This article explores the different
types of author’s purposes with clear examples to illustrate each one.
Understanding these examples enhances comprehension and critical reading
skills, which are essential for academic success and effective communication.
Additionally, the article discusses how authors use specific techniques and
language choices to convey their intentions. Readers will also find a
detailed breakdown of how to identify an author’s purpose in different genres
and contexts, making this a comprehensive guide for students, educators, and
anyone interested in literary analysis.
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Types of Author's Purpose
Author's purpose refers to the reason why a writer creates a particular piece
of work. Generally, there are four primary types of author’s purpose: to
inform, to entertain, to persuade, and to express. Each type serves a
distinct function and shapes the content and style of the writing
accordingly.

To Inform
An author writing to inform aims to provide factual information or explain a
topic clearly and accurately. Informative texts include textbooks, news
articles, manuals, and reports. The primary goal is to enhance the reader’s
knowledge or understanding without trying to influence opinions or emotions.

To Entertain
When the author’s purpose is to entertain, the intent is to engage the
reader’s imagination and emotions. This is common in fiction, poetry, and
narrative nonfiction. The writing often includes vivid descriptions,
interesting characters, humor, or suspense to captivate the audience.



To Persuade
Authors who aim to persuade seek to convince the reader to adopt a particular
viewpoint or take action. Persuasive writing is found in opinion editorials,
advertisements, speeches, and argumentative essays. It often uses logical
arguments, emotional appeals, and credible evidence.

To Express
Expressive writing reflects the author’s thoughts, feelings, or personal
experiences. This purpose is common in diaries, personal essays, memoirs, and
poetry. The focus is on conveying the author’s perspective rather than
providing objective information or influencing the reader’s beliefs.

Examples of Author's Purpose in Literature
Examples of author’s purpose can be found across all genres of literature.
Recognizing these examples helps readers appreciate the diversity of writing
styles and intentions.

Informative Example
An example of author’s purpose to inform is a scientific article explaining
climate change. The author presents data, research findings, and factual
explanations to educate readers about environmental issues without bias or
emotional influence.

Entertaining Example
A novel like “Harry Potter” by J.K. Rowling primarily serves to entertain.
The story includes magic, adventure, and relatable characters developed to
engage readers’ imaginations and provide enjoyment.

Persuasive Example
A political speech urging citizens to vote is an example of persuasive
writing. The author uses rhetoric, appeals to patriotism, and evidence to
convince the audience of the importance of participating in the electoral
process.

Expressive Example
A personal memoir that recounts the author’s journey through hardship
exemplifies expressive writing. The author shares intimate feelings and
reflections, allowing readers to understand and empathize with their
experiences.



How to Identify Author's Purpose
Identifying an author’s purpose involves analyzing the content, style, and
context of the writing. Several strategies help readers determine why a text
was written.

Analyzing Language and Tone
The choice of words and the tone can reveal the author’s intention.
Informative texts use clear, straightforward language, persuasive texts
include strong, convincing wording, entertaining texts often have descriptive
or humorous language, and expressive texts use personal or emotional
language.

Examining the Structure
The organization of a text provides clues about its purpose. For example,
persuasive writing often follows a problem-solution format, while informative
writing uses logical sequencing of facts or steps.

Considering the Target Audience
Understanding who the intended readers are can shed light on the author’s
purpose. Writing aimed at experts is likely informative, while writing for
general entertainment may use simpler language and engaging storytelling.

Techniques Used to Convey Author's Purpose
Authors employ various literary and rhetorical techniques to effectively
communicate their purpose. Recognizing these techniques enhances
comprehension and appreciation of the text.

Use of Evidence and Examples
Informative and persuasive texts often include statistics, quotes, and real-
life examples to support their points. This builds credibility and helps
achieve the author’s goal.

Imagery and Descriptive Language
Entertainment and expressive writing frequently use vivid imagery and
descriptive language to create mental pictures and evoke emotions, drawing
readers deeply into the narrative or message.

Rhetorical Devices
Persuasive writing leverages rhetorical questions, repetition, and appeals to
emotion (pathos), logic (logos), and credibility (ethos) to influence the
reader’s thinking.



Importance of Understanding Author's Purpose
Comprehending the author’s purpose is crucial for critical reading and
effective communication. It allows readers to interpret texts accurately,
evaluate arguments, and respond appropriately.

Enhances reading comprehension and retention

Improves critical thinking and analytical skills

Supports effective writing by clarifying one’s own purpose

Facilitates informed decision-making and opinion formation

Promotes appreciation of diverse writing styles and genres

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of an author's purpose?
An example of an author's purpose is writing a story to entertain readers.

Can you give an example of an author's purpose to
inform?
Yes, a textbook explaining scientific concepts is an example of an author's
purpose to inform.

What is an example of an author's purpose to
persuade?
An editorial urging people to vote in an election is an example of an
author's purpose to persuade.

How can an author's purpose be demonstrated in a
biography?
A biography is written with the purpose to inform readers about a person's
life and achievements.

What is an example of an author's purpose in a poem?
An author's purpose in a poem might be to express emotions or entertain
through creative language.



Can an author's purpose be multiple things at once?
For example?
Yes, an author might write a travel blog to both inform readers about a
destination and entertain them with personal stories.

What is an example of an author's purpose in
advertising?
Advertising is written with the purpose to persuade consumers to buy a
product or service.

How do examples of author's purpose help in reading
comprehension?
Identifying examples of an author's purpose helps readers understand the
reason behind the text and interpret it more effectively.

Additional Resources
1. Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco
This autobiographical picture book tells the story of a young girl struggling
with dyslexia and her journey to learning to read. The author's purpose is to
inspire and inform readers about the challenges of learning disabilities and
the importance of kindness and support. Through a heartfelt narrative,
Polacco aims to encourage empathy and perseverance.

2. The Lorax by Dr. Seuss
Dr. Seuss uses this imaginative story to persuade readers to care about the
environment. The author's purpose is to warn about the consequences of
environmental destruction and to advocate for conservation. Through whimsical
characters and rhymes, the book delivers a powerful message about
responsibility.

3. Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen
Rappaport
This biography introduces young readers to the life and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. The author's purpose is to inform and inspire by highlighting
King's commitment to justice and equality. Through impactful words and
illustrations, the book teaches about nonviolent activism and civil rights.

4. Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
This classic picture book explores a boy’s imaginative journey to a land of
wild creatures. The author's purpose is to entertain readers while subtly
addressing themes of emotions and self-control. The story invites readers to
explore feelings of anger and reconciliation through fantasy.

5. Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney



Presented in a humorous diary format, this book aims to entertain middle-
grade readers with relatable middle school experiences. The author's purpose
is to amuse and connect with young audiences through comedic storytelling and
illustrations. It also subtly addresses everyday challenges and social
dynamics.

6. National Geographic Kids: Sharks! by Anne Schreiber
This nonfiction book educates readers about various species of sharks, their
habitats, and behaviors. The author's purpose is to inform and spark
curiosity about marine life through engaging facts and vivid photographs. It
encourages readers to appreciate and protect ocean ecosystems.

7. The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
This poignant story illustrates the relationship between a boy and a tree,
highlighting themes of generosity and selflessness. The author's purpose is
to convey moral lessons about giving and the nature of unconditional love.
The simple narrative prompts reflection on human relationships and gratitude.

8. Captain Underpants by Dav Pilkey
With its humorous and adventurous storyline, this book aims to entertain
children and encourage a love of reading. The author's purpose is to engage
reluctant readers through fun characters and playful language. It also
promotes creativity and imagination in storytelling.

9. Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly
This book tells the true story of African-American women mathematicians who
worked at NASA. The author's purpose is to inform and inspire by shedding
light on overlooked contributions to science and history. It empowers readers
by highlighting perseverance and breaking barriers.
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