
example of objective summary

example of objective summary is a critical skill in academic and professional writing that involves

concisely presenting the main points of a text without personal bias or interpretation. This article

explores what an objective summary entails, its importance, and how to craft one effectively.

Understanding the difference between objective and subjective summaries is essential for clear

communication and accurate representation of source material. Additionally, examples of objective

summaries will be provided to illustrate best practices. This comprehensive guide will also cover

common challenges and tips for improving summary writing skills. Readers will gain insight into

structuring summaries that are brief, clear, and factual, suitable for various contexts such as literature

reviews, research papers, and business reports. The article concludes with practical advice to avoid

common pitfalls and enhance the quality of summaries produced.
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What Is an Objective Summary?

An objective summary is a brief restatement of the main ideas of a text or speech that is free from

personal opinions, interpretations, or emotional language. It focuses solely on the facts and essential



points presented by the original author. The purpose of an objective summary is to provide readers

with a clear and accurate understanding of the original content without distortion or bias. Unlike

subjective summaries, which may include the summarizer’s personal reactions or judgments, objective

summaries maintain neutrality and clarity. This type of summary is widely used in academic settings,

professional environments, and media to convey information efficiently and accurately. It helps readers

grasp the essence of a document quickly and serves as a foundation for further analysis or discussion.

Key Characteristics of an Objective Summary

Understanding the defining features of an objective summary is crucial for producing effective and

reliable summaries. These characteristics ensure the summary remains faithful to the original text while

being concise and clear.

Neutral Tone and Language

An objective summary employs neutral language without expressing emotions, opinions, or personal

beliefs. The summarizer refrains from using evaluative words or subjective comments that might

influence the reader’s perception.

Conciseness and Clarity

The summary should be succinct, capturing only the main ideas and essential details. Extraneous

information, examples, or lengthy explanations are omitted to maintain clarity and brevity.

Accuracy and Faithfulness

It is imperative that the summary accurately reflects the original text’s content, preserving the author’s

intent and meaning without alteration. Misrepresenting or distorting information undermines the

summary’s reliability.



Use of Third-Person Perspective

Objective summaries are typically written in the third person to maintain an impersonal tone. This

perspective reinforces the neutrality of the summary and avoids inserting the summarizer’s voice.

Examples of Objective Summaries

Providing examples can clarify how objective summaries are constructed and what distinguishes them

from other types of summaries. The following examples demonstrate concise, neutral, and accurate

restatements of original texts.

Example 1: Summary of a News Article

Original article discusses the increase in renewable energy investments worldwide due to rising

environmental concerns and government incentives. The article highlights key statistics about solar

and wind energy growth and mentions challenges such as infrastructure costs.

Objective summary: The article reports a global increase in renewable energy investments driven by

environmental concerns and supportive government policies. It provides data on the expansion of solar

and wind energy sectors and identifies infrastructure expenses as a significant challenge.

Example 2: Summary of a Scientific Study

A study examines the effects of a new drug on reducing blood pressure in adults. The research

involved a double-blind trial with 200 participants over six months, concluding that the drug significantly

lowered blood pressure compared to a placebo without major side effects.

Objective summary: The study investigated the efficacy of a new drug in lowering blood pressure

through a double-blind trial involving 200 adults over six months. Results indicated a significant

reduction in blood pressure among participants treated with the drug compared to those receiving a

placebo, with no major adverse effects reported.



Example 3: Summary of a Literary Work

The novel tells the story of a young woman’s journey to self-discovery against the backdrop of societal

expectations in the 19th century. Themes of independence and resilience are explored as the

protagonist challenges traditional roles.

Objective summary: The novel narrates a young woman’s path to self-discovery amid 19th-century

societal norms. It explores themes of independence and resilience as the main character confronts

conventional gender roles.

How to Write an Objective Summary

Writing an effective objective summary requires a systematic approach to ensure neutrality, clarity, and

accuracy. The following steps outline a practical method for crafting objective summaries.

Read or Listen Carefully: Comprehend the original material thoroughly to identify its main ideas1.

and essential details.

Identify Key Points: Highlight or note the central arguments, facts, or themes without focusing on2.

minor details or examples.

Avoid Personal Opinions: Exclude any personal interpretation, judgment, or emotional response3.

to the content.

Use Your Own Words: Paraphrase the original text to demonstrate understanding while4.

maintaining the original meaning.

Write Concisely: Keep the summary brief and focused on the most important information.5.

Maintain Neutral Tone: Use objective language and third-person perspective to ensure6.



impartiality.

Review and Edit: Check for accuracy, clarity, and neutrality, making revisions as needed to7.

improve the summary’s quality.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Objective Summaries

Even experienced writers can encounter pitfalls when composing objective summaries. Awareness of

common mistakes can enhance summary quality and reliability.

Including Personal Opinions: Adding subjective comments or evaluations compromises the

summary’s objectivity.

Overloading with Details: Including excessive examples or minor points detracts from

conciseness and focus.

Misrepresenting the Original Text: Altering the meaning or omitting critical information leads to

inaccuracies.

Using Direct Quotes Excessively: Relying heavily on quotations can reduce paraphrasing

effectiveness and originality.

Ignoring the Author’s Intent: Misinterpreting or overlooking the main purpose of the original text

undermines the summary’s validity.

Writing in First Person: Using “I” or “we” inserts personal perspective, which should be avoided

in objective summaries.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of an objective summary?

An example of an objective summary is: 'The article discusses the effects of climate change on polar

bear habitats, highlighting the decrease in sea ice and its impact on their hunting patterns.' This

summary presents the main points without personal opinions.

How do you write an objective summary?

To write an objective summary, focus on the main ideas of the text, avoid personal opinions or

interpretations, and use clear, concise language that accurately reflects the original content.

Can you provide a short objective summary example for a news

article?

Yes. For example, 'The news article reports that the city council approved a new public transportation

plan aimed at reducing traffic congestion and pollution by expanding bus routes.'

What distinguishes an objective summary from a subjective one?

An objective summary presents facts and main ideas without personal feelings or opinions, while a

subjective summary includes the writer's personal views, interpretations, or emotions.

Why is using examples important when learning how to write an

objective summary?

Using examples helps learners understand how to extract key information and present it neutrally,

providing a model to follow and improving their summarizing skills.



What is an example of an objective summary for a book?

For the book 'To Kill a Mockingbird,' an objective summary might be: 'The novel explores racial

injustice in the American South through the eyes of Scout Finch, whose father, a lawyer, defends a

black man accused of raping a white woman.'

How can I ensure my summary remains objective?

To keep your summary objective, stick to the author's main points, avoid adding your opinions, check

your language for bias, and use neutral vocabulary.

Is it acceptable to include personal opinions in an objective summary?

No, an objective summary should not include personal opinions. It is meant to neutrally convey the

main ideas of the original text without interpretation or bias.

Can an objective summary be longer than the original text?

No, an objective summary should be shorter than the original text, focusing only on the most important

points while omitting unnecessary details.

Additional Resources

1. How to Write an Objective Summary: A Practical Guide

This book offers straightforward techniques and examples to help readers craft clear and unbiased

summaries. It emphasizes identifying key points without personal interpretation. Ideal for students and

professionals, it provides step-by-step instructions to improve summary writing skills.

2. The Art of Summarizing: Objective Writing for All Ages

Designed for a wide audience, this book breaks down the essentials of summarizing text objectively. It

includes sample passages and model summaries to illustrate effective techniques. Readers will learn

how to distill information accurately while avoiding personal bias.



3. Mastering Objective Summaries: Tools and Strategies

Focusing on practical tools, this guide teaches how to extract main ideas and supporting details

objectively. It presents exercises to practice summarizing different types of texts. The book is useful for

educators and students aiming to enhance comprehension and writing clarity.

4. Objective Summary Examples: A Collection of Model Texts

This compilation features various examples of objective summaries across genres and topics. Each

example is accompanied by analysis highlighting what makes it effective. Readers can compare

different approaches to summarizing and develop their own skills.

5. Writing Without Bias: Crafting Objective Summaries

Addressing the challenge of maintaining neutrality, this book explores common pitfalls in summary

writing. It provides guidelines to recognize and eliminate subjective language. Through practical

exercises, readers learn to present information fairly and accurately.

6. Concise and Clear: The Essentials of Objective Summarizing

This book emphasizes brevity and clarity in summary writing. It teaches how to condense complex

texts into concise overviews while remaining objective. The author offers tips on organizing ideas

logically and choosing precise language.

7. Objective Summaries in Academic Writing

Targeted at students and researchers, this book explains the role of objective summaries in scholarly

work. It covers techniques for summarizing research articles, literature reviews, and case studies. The

book also discusses ethical considerations in accurate representation.

8. From Text to Summary: An Objective Approach

This instructional book guides readers through the process of transforming detailed texts into objective

summaries. It includes pre- and post-summary exercises to track progress. The approach fosters

critical reading skills alongside summary writing.

9. The Power of Objectivity: Summarizing for Clarity and Impact



Highlighting the importance of objectivity in communication, this book explores how unbiased

summaries enhance understanding. It offers strategies for maintaining neutrality in various contexts,

including journalism and business. Readers gain insight into the impact of clear, impartial summaries.
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