example of plain folks

example of plain folks is a rhetorical strategy commonly used in communication, advertising, and
political discourse to establish a connection between the speaker or brand and the average person.
This technique presents individuals as ordinary, relatable people to gain trust, credibility, and support
from a wider audience. Understanding the example of plain folks helps to identify how persuasion
operates in everyday interactions and media. This article explores the definition of the plain folks
appeal, notable examples across different sectors, the psychological impact it has on audiences, and
tips for recognizing and analyzing its use. By examining these aspects, readers can better appreciate
the role of plain folks appeal in shaping opinions and decisions.
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Definition of Plain Folks Appeal

The plain folks appeal is a persuasive technique that aims to convince the audience that the speaker,
product, or idea is associated with ordinary people. It relies on the presentation of simplicity, humility,
and shared values to foster a sense of familiarity and trust. Unlike elitist or overly sophisticated
messaging, the plain folks approach emphasizes common experiences and everyday concerns.

This rhetorical strategy is often employed to bridge the gap between authority figures or brands and
their target audience by suggesting that they are “one of the people.” It counters perceptions of
elitism and exclusivity by highlighting accessibility and down-to-earth qualities.

Characteristics of Plain Folks Appeal

Plain folks appeals typically feature several key characteristics, including:

¢ Use of simple language and relatable scenarios

Depiction of everyday environments such as homes, workplaces, or neighborhoods

Emphasis on common values like family, hard work, and honesty

Visual or verbal cues that suggest modesty and approachability

Inclusion of testimonials or endorsements from average individuals



Purpose and Effectiveness

The primary purpose of a plain folks example is to build rapport and credibility with the audience by
reducing perceived social or ideological distance. This appeal can be highly effective in persuading
individuals who value authenticity and relatability, as it creates a sense of shared identity and
trustworthiness.

Examples of Plain Folks in Politics

Political campaigns frequently utilize the plain folks appeal to connect candidates with voters.
Politicians often present themselves as regular citizens who understand the everyday struggles of
their constituents.

Campaign Strategies Using Plain Folks

Examples of plain folks in political contexts include:

e Candidate appearances in casual settings, such as local diners, community centers, or small-
town events

Use of informal speech and personal anecdotes about family life or personal challenges

Wearing everyday clothing instead of formal suits to appear more approachable

Highlighting blue-collar or working-class backgrounds

e Engaging in grassroots activities like door-to-door canvassing to show accessibility

Historical and Contemporary Examples

One notable example of plain folks in politics is President Abraham Lincoln, who was often portrayed
as a humble, self-taught man from a log cabin upbringing. More recently, politicians leverage social
media to share unfiltered glimpses of their personal lives, reinforcing their plain folks image.

Plain Folks Appeal in Advertising

Advertising frequently harnesses the example of plain folks to make products or services seem
trustworthy and relevant to everyday consumers. This approach helps brands create emotional
connections and lower skepticism.



Common Advertising Techniques

Advertisements using plain folks appeal often feature:

e Testimonials from average users describing their real-life experiences

Scenes depicting family-oriented or community-based settings

Messaging that emphasizes simplicity, safety, and value

Brand representatives portrayed as relatable neighbors or friends

Language that avoids technical jargon and appeals to common sense

Examples Across Industries

For instance, a car commercial might show a typical family using the vehicle for daily errands,
emphasizing reliability and practicality. Similarly, food brands often highlight home cooking and
traditional recipes to resonate with consumers’ sense of nostalgia and authenticity.

Psychological Impact of Plain Folks Appeal

The plain folks technique taps into several psychological factors that influence decision-making and
attitude formation. It leverages the human tendency to favor familiarity and trustworthiness in
communication.

Building Trust and Credibility

By portraying individuals or brands as ordinary and relatable, plain folks appeal reduces social
distance and perceived barriers. This fosters a sense of trust because people naturally prefer to
engage with those they perceive as similar to themselves.

Enhancing Persuasion Through Identification

When audiences identify with the messenger, they are more likely to accept the message. The plain
folks method facilitates this identification by emphasizing shared values, experiences, and concerns.

Reducing Skepticism and Resistance

Messages that seem elitist or overly polished may trigger skepticism or resistance. The plain folks
approach counters this by presenting ideas in a straightforward, unpretentious manner that appears
more honest and less manipulative.



How to Identify Plain Folks Examples

Recognizing the use of plain folks appeal is crucial for critically evaluating messages and
understanding their persuasive intent. Several indicators can help identify when this technique is in

play.

Key Indicators of Plain Folks Appeal

The following signs often signal the use of plain folks in communication:

e References to everyday life situations or common problems

e Use of casual, conversational language

e Visual or verbal emphasis on ordinariness and modesty

e Testimonials or endorsements from typical consumers or community members

e Attempts to downplay expertise or formal authority in favor of relatability

Questions to Ask When Evaluating Plain Folks

Critical evaluation involves questioning the authenticity and purpose behind the plain folks appeal.
Consider:

1. Is the speaker or brand genuinely representative of the average person?
2. Does the message rely on emotional connection rather than factual evidence?
3. Are there signs of manipulation or oversimplification?

4. What is the intended outcome of presenting a plain folks image?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of the plain folks rhetorical device?

An example of the plain folks rhetorical device is a politician dressing in casual clothes and speaking
in everyday language to appear relatable to ordinary people.



How does the plain folks technique work in advertising?

In advertising, the plain folks technique works by featuring average-looking people using the product,
making it seem trustworthy and suitable for everyday consumers.

Can you give a famous example of plain folks in political
campaigns?

A famous example is when President Ronald Reagan portrayed himself as a regular, down-to-earth
American, emphasizing his humble background to connect with voters.

Why is the plain folks appeal effective in communication?

The plain folks appeal is effective because it builds trust and relatability, making the audience feel
that the speaker or product understands and shares their values and experiences.

What distinguishes plain folks from other propaganda
techniques?

Plain folks specifically aims to present the speaker or product as ordinary and relatable, unlike
techniques like bandwagon or glittering generalities, which focus on popularity or vague positive
attributes.

Additional Resources

1. Plain Folk Politics: The Transformation of the American Middle Class

This book explores how the concept of "plain folks" has influenced American political culture. It delves
into the ways politicians and public figures use everyday, relatable imagery and rhetoric to connect
with the middle class. The author examines historical and contemporary examples, illustrating the
power of plain folk appeal in shaping public opinion.

2. Everyday People: The Power of Plain Folks in Advertising

Focusing on the advertising industry, this book reveals how marketers use "plain folks" strategies to
build trust with consumers. It analyzes various campaigns that feature ordinary people to create a
sense of authenticity and reliability. The book also discusses the psychological effects of this
approach on buyer behavior.

3. The Plain Folks Appeal: Persuasion and Politics

This text provides a comprehensive overview of the "plain folks" appeal as a rhetorical device. It
discusses its origins, characteristics, and effectiveness in political speeches and campaigns. Through
case studies, the author highlights how politicians use this technique to appear more relatable and
trustworthy to voters.

4. From Common Roots: Stories of Plain Folks in American History

A historical narrative that brings to life the experiences of everyday Americans who shaped the
nation. The book emphasizes the importance of "plain folks" in understanding social and cultural
developments throughout U.S. history. It uses personal stories and anecdotes to connect readers with
the lives of ordinary people.



5. Plain Folks in Popular Culture: Identity and Representation

This book examines how "plain folks" are portrayed in movies, television, and literature. It
investigates the cultural significance of these representations and their impact on societal values. The
author argues that plain folk imagery serves as a way to affirm shared identities and community
bonds.

6. The Rhetoric of Plain Folks: Communication Strategies for Leaders

Designed for students and professionals, this book teaches how to effectively use the plain folks
appeal in communication. It covers techniques for making messages accessible and relatable to
diverse audiences. Practical examples and exercises help readers develop persuasive plain folks
rhetoric.

7. Ordinary Voices: The Role of Plain Folks in Social Movements

This work studies the involvement of everyday individuals in grassroots activism and social change. It
highlights how the plain folks appeal strengthens movements by emphasizing common experiences
and values. The book includes interviews and case studies from various social justice campaigns.

8. Plain Folks and Propaganda: Understanding Media Influence

This book explores the intersection of the plain folks appeal with propaganda techniques in media. It
shows how governments and organizations use relatable imagery to manipulate public perception.
The author provides critical tools for analyzing media messages and recognizing persuasive
strategies.

9. The Art of Being Relatable: Plain Folks in Contemporary Communication

Focusing on modern communication platforms like social media, this book investigates how the plain
folks appeal has evolved. It discusses the role of authenticity and everyday storytelling in building
connections online. The book also offers guidance for individuals and brands aiming to create genuine
engagement with their audiences.
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