
examples of complete subject and
complete predicate
examples of complete subject and complete predicate are fundamental components
in understanding sentence structure and grammar. These elements help in identifying who
or what the sentence is about and what is being said about the subject. Mastery of
complete subjects and complete predicates enhances writing clarity and improves reading
comprehension. This article explores detailed definitions, examples, and distinctions
between complete subjects and complete predicates. It also examines common
misconceptions and provides practical examples for better understanding. Readers will
gain valuable insights into how to identify and use these grammatical elements effectively
in sentences. The following sections offer a thorough explanation and numerous examples
to illustrate these concepts clearly.

Understanding Complete Subject

Exploring Complete Predicate

Examples of Complete Subject and Complete Predicate

Common Mistakes and Clarifications

Practical Tips for Identifying Subjects and Predicates

Understanding Complete Subject
The complete subject of a sentence includes the main noun or pronoun that the sentence
is about, along with all the words that modify or describe it. It answers the question
"Who?" or "What?" before the verb. Unlike the simple subject, which is just the main noun
or pronoun, the complete subject encompasses all descriptive words, phrases, or clauses
that provide more detail about the subject. Recognizing the complete subject is crucial for
understanding the full context of a sentence.

Definition and Components
The complete subject typically contains the simple subject plus any modifiers such as
adjectives, articles, and prepositional phrases that accompany it. For example, in the
sentence "The tall, green tree by the river swayed gently," the complete subject is "The
tall, green tree by the river." This entire phrase identifies the subject in detail, not just the
simple subject "tree."



Role in Sentence Structure
In sentence construction, the complete subject sets the stage by clearly identifying the
topic or focus. It provides necessary information that frames the sentence's predicate.
Without recognizing the complete subject, readers may miss essential context and
meaning. Effective communication relies on properly formed and understood subjects,
particularly in complex sentences.

Exploring Complete Predicate
The complete predicate explains what the subject does or what is said about the subject. It
includes the verb and all the words that modify or complete its meaning, such as objects,
complements, and adverbial phrases. The complete predicate answers questions like
"What is happening?" or "What is the subject doing?" Understanding the complete
predicate helps in grasping the full action or state described in a sentence.

Definition and Components
The complete predicate consists of the simple predicate, which is the verb or verb phrase,
augmented by any additional words that complement or modify the verb. For instance, in
the sentence "The dog barked loudly at the stranger," the complete predicate is "barked
loudly at the stranger." This phrase conveys the action and provides details about how and
to whom the action is directed.

Function within Sentences
The complete predicate conveys the message or action about the subject, forming the core
of the sentence’s meaning. It often includes objects and modifiers that enrich the verb’s
meaning. In complex sentences, the complete predicate can be quite extensive,
incorporating multiple clauses or phrases that expand on the verb’s role.

Examples of Complete Subject and Complete
Predicate
To illustrate the concepts of complete subject and complete predicate, consider the
following examples. These examples demonstrate how both components work together to
form clear and informative sentences. Analyzing these examples will clarify how to identify
each part.

Example 1: The bright red apple fell from the tree.1.

- Complete Subject: The bright red apple



- Complete Predicate: fell from the tree

Example 2: My younger brother is reading a fascinating book about history.2.

- Complete Subject: My younger brother

- Complete Predicate: is reading a fascinating book about history

Example 3: The old house on the corner looks abandoned.3.

- Complete Subject: The old house on the corner

- Complete Predicate: looks abandoned

Example 4: Several students in the class completed their assignments early.4.

- Complete Subject: Several students in the class

- Complete Predicate: completed their assignments early

Example 5: The committee has decided to postpone the meeting until next week.5.

- Complete Subject: The committee

- Complete Predicate: has decided to postpone the meeting until next week

Common Mistakes and Clarifications
Misidentifying the complete subject or predicate can lead to confusion or incomplete
understanding of sentences. One frequent error is confusing the simple subject with the
complete subject or omitting modifiers that are part of the complete subject. Similarly,
failing to recognize the full predicate, including objects and modifiers, can distort the
intended meaning.

Confusing Simple and Complete Subjects
Many learners mistake the simple subject for the complete subject by ignoring descriptive
words or phrases. For example, in the sentence "The large, noisy crowd cheered loudly,"
the simple subject is "crowd," but the complete subject includes "The large, noisy crowd."
Recognizing the difference ensures a more accurate analysis of sentence structure.

Incomplete Identification of Predicates
Another common issue is treating only the verb as the predicate and neglecting the
accompanying words that complete the thought. For example, in "She wrote a detailed



report on climate change," only identifying "wrote" as the predicate omits essential
information. The complete predicate is "wrote a detailed report on climate change."

Practical Tips for Identifying Subjects and
Predicates
Effective identification of complete subjects and predicates requires systematic
approaches and practice. The following tips aid in analyzing sentences accurately and
efficiently.

Locate the verb first: Identifying the main verb helps separate the subject from the
predicate.

Ask questions: Use "Who or what is the sentence about?" to find the complete
subject, and "What is being said about the subject?" to find the complete predicate.

Include modifiers: Always include adjectives, articles, and prepositional phrases
that describe the subject or complete the predicate.

Practice with varied sentences: Analyze different sentence types, including
simple, compound, and complex sentences, to gain proficiency.

Use diagramming: Sentence diagramming can visually separate subjects and
predicates, reinforcing understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complete subject in a sentence?
A complete subject includes the main noun or pronoun and all the words that modify or
describe it in the sentence.

What is a complete predicate in a sentence?
A complete predicate consists of the verb and all the words that tell what the subject does
or is, including modifiers, objects, or complements.

Can you give an example of a complete subject?
In the sentence 'The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog,' the complete subject is
'The quick brown fox.'



Can you provide an example of a complete predicate?
In the sentence 'The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog,' the complete predicate is
'jumps over the lazy dog.'

How do I identify the complete subject and complete
predicate in a sentence?
To identify the complete subject, find the main noun or pronoun and include all its
modifiers. For the complete predicate, find the verb and include all words related to the
action or state of being.

Are complete subject and simple subject the same?
No, the simple subject is just the main noun or pronoun, while the complete subject
includes the simple subject plus all its modifiers.

Are complete predicate and simple predicate the same?
No, the simple predicate is just the verb, whereas the complete predicate includes the
verb plus all the words that complete its meaning.

Give an example sentence and label the complete
subject and complete predicate.
In the sentence 'The tall man with a hat is reading a book quietly,' the complete subject is
'The tall man with a hat,' and the complete predicate is 'is reading a book quietly.'

Additional Resources
1. Mastering English Grammar: Complete Subjects and Predicates Explained
This book provides a thorough introduction to the fundamental components of English
sentences, focusing specifically on complete subjects and complete predicates. It includes
clear definitions, numerous examples, and exercises to help learners identify and
understand these elements in various sentence structures. Ideal for students and
educators aiming to strengthen grammar skills.

2. The Sentence Builder: Exploring Complete Subjects and Predicates
Designed for middle school students, this book breaks down the parts of a sentence with
engaging examples and activities. It highlights how complete subjects and predicates work
together to form meaningful sentences. The book also offers practice sentences to
reinforce learning through hands-on experience.

3. Grammar Essentials: Understanding Complete Subjects and Predicates
This concise guide focuses on the essentials of sentence construction, emphasizing the
roles of complete subjects and predicates. It explains how to identify each part and how
they contribute to sentence clarity and completeness. Useful for ESL learners and anyone
seeking a quick refresher on grammar basics.



4. From Fragments to Sentences: Mastering Complete Subjects and Predicates
This resource helps readers distinguish between sentence fragments and complete
sentences by focusing on the presence of full subjects and predicates. It features examples
that illustrate common errors and provides tips for correcting them. Perfect for those
struggling with sentence formation in writing.

5. English Grammar Workbook: Complete Subjects and Predicates Practice
Packed with exercises and quizzes, this workbook offers extensive practice on identifying
and using complete subjects and predicates. Each section includes explanations followed
by varied examples to build confidence in sentence analysis. Suitable for learners at all
levels who want to apply grammar rules practically.

6. The Structure of Sentences: A Guide to Complete Subjects and Predicates
This book delves into the structural aspects of English sentences, providing detailed
explanations of how complete subjects and predicates form the backbone of effective
communication. It includes diagrams and annotated sentences to help visualize sentence
components. Recommended for advanced students and language enthusiasts.

7. Fun with Grammar: Complete Subjects and Predicates for Kids
A colorful and interactive book aimed at younger learners, it introduces the concepts of
complete subjects and predicates through stories, cartoons, and games. The approachable
format makes learning grammar enjoyable and accessible. Parents and teachers will find it
a valuable tool for early language education.

8. Sentence Sense: Identifying Complete Subjects and Predicates in Writing
This book focuses on practical writing skills, teaching readers how to spot complete
subjects and predicates to improve sentence clarity and variety. It offers editing tips and
real-world examples from literature and journalism. Ideal for writers and students looking
to enhance their sentence construction.

9. Complete Subjects and Predicates: A Teacher’s Guide
Designed for educators, this guide provides lesson plans, activities, and assessment ideas
centered on teaching complete subjects and predicates. It emphasizes strategies to help
students grasp these concepts effectively through interactive learning. A comprehensive
resource for classroom instruction and curriculum development.
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