
examples of complex sentences with
subordinating conjunctions
examples of complex sentences with subordinating conjunctions are essential for
mastering advanced English grammar and enhancing writing skills. These sentences
combine an independent clause with one or more dependent clauses, linked by
subordinating conjunctions that indicate relationships such as time, cause, condition, or
contrast. Understanding how to construct and identify complex sentences with
subordinating conjunctions improves clarity and variety in both spoken and written
communication. This article explores the definition and importance of subordinating
conjunctions, provides numerous examples of complex sentences, and explains how to use
these conjunctions effectively. Additionally, it highlights common subordinating
conjunctions and offers tips for avoiding common errors. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of complex sentence structures that will benefit academic,
professional, and everyday language use.
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Understanding Complex Sentences and
Subordinating Conjunctions
A complex sentence is a sentence structure that consists of one independent clause and at
least one dependent clause. The dependent clause cannot stand alone as a complete
sentence and is connected to the independent clause by a subordinating conjunction.
These conjunctions establish a relationship between the two clauses, indicating aspects
such as time, cause, condition, or contrast. Mastery of complex sentences is crucial for
expressing detailed ideas and showing logical connections between thoughts.

Definition of Subordinating Conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions are words that join dependent clauses to independent clauses,
providing a link that clarifies the relationship between the two. They signal how the
dependent clause relates to the main clause, whether it is describing time, reason,
condition, or comparison. Examples include “because,” “although,” “if,” “when,” and



“while.” Recognizing these conjunctions helps in identifying complex sentences and
understanding sentence meaning.

Importance of Complex Sentences
Complex sentences allow writers and speakers to convey more nuanced and detailed
information by combining ideas. They improve sentence variety, making writing more
engaging and dynamic. Additionally, using subordinating conjunctions correctly helps
avoid sentence fragments and run-on sentences, contributing to grammatical accuracy.

Common Subordinating Conjunctions and Their
Functions
Subordinating conjunctions serve different purposes depending on the type of relationship
they express between clauses. Familiarity with these conjunctions and their functions is
key to constructing effective complex sentences.

Types of Subordinating Conjunctions

Time: when, before, after, since, until, as soon as

Cause and Effect: because, since, as, so that

Condition: if, unless, provided that, in case

Contrast: although, though, even though, whereas, while

Purpose: so that, in order that

Place: where, wherever

Examples of Subordinating Conjunctions in Context
Each subordinating conjunction plays a different role depending on the sentence. For
example, “because” shows cause: “She stayed inside because it was raining.” “Although”
introduces a contrast: “Although he was tired, he finished his work.” Recognizing these
roles helps in constructing complex sentences that accurately convey intended meanings.



Examples of Complex Sentences with
Subordinating Conjunctions
Providing clear examples helps illustrate how subordinating conjunctions function within
complex sentences. Below are multiple examples categorized by the type of conjunction
used.

Time Examples

She called me after she arrived home.

When the movie ended, we went out for dinner.

He has been working here since he graduated from college.

Cause and Effect Examples

They left early because the weather was bad.

Since you are not interested, I will ask someone else.

She studied hard so that she could pass the exam.

Condition Examples

If it rains tomorrow, the picnic will be canceled.

You can come to the party provided that you finish your homework.

He won’t succeed unless he practices regularly.

Contrast Examples

Although it was cold, they went swimming.

She kept working even though she was exhausted.



While I understand your point, I disagree with your conclusion.

Purpose Examples

He left early so that he wouldn’t miss the bus.

She lowered her voice in order that no one could hear her.

How to Use Subordinating Conjunctions Correctly
Using subordinating conjunctions correctly involves understanding clause placement,
punctuation, and meaning. Proper use enhances sentence clarity and coherence.

Clause Order and Punctuation
When the dependent clause comes before the independent clause, it is typically followed
by a comma. For example, “Because it was raining, we stayed inside.” If the dependent
clause follows the independent clause, a comma is usually not necessary: “We stayed
inside because it was raining.”

Maintaining Clear Meaning
Choose the subordinating conjunction that accurately reflects the intended relationship
between clauses. Using the wrong conjunction can confuse readers or alter the sentence’s
meaning. For example, “Although he was tired” implies contrast, whereas “Because he
was tired” indicates cause.

Common Mistakes to Avoid with Complex
Sentences
Errors often occur when using subordinating conjunctions in complex sentences.
Awareness of these mistakes improves writing accuracy.

Fragment Sentences
Dependent clauses introduced by subordinating conjunctions cannot stand alone. Writing
them as complete sentences creates fragments. Example of a fragment: “Because she was
late.” To correct, attach it to an independent clause: “Because she was late, she missed



the meeting.”

Comma Misplacement
Omitting necessary commas or adding unnecessary ones can confuse readers. Remember
to use a comma after a leading dependent clause and omit it when the dependent clause
follows the independent clause.

Mixed Conjunctions
Avoid combining coordinating conjunctions with subordinating conjunctions improperly,
which can lead to run-on sentences or awkward phrasing. For example, do not say:
“Because he was tired, and he went home.” Instead, use either “Because he was tired, he
went home” or “He was tired, so he went home.”

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a complex sentence with a subordinating
conjunction?
A complex sentence with a subordinating conjunction is a sentence that contains one
independent clause and at least one dependent clause connected by a subordinating
conjunction such as because, although, since, or if.

Can you give an example of a complex sentence using
the subordinating conjunction 'because'?
Sure! An example is: 'I stayed inside because it was raining.' Here, 'because it was raining'
is the dependent clause introduced by the subordinating conjunction 'because.'

How do subordinating conjunctions function in complex
sentences?
Subordinating conjunctions introduce dependent clauses and connect them to
independent clauses, showing the relationship between the two parts, such as cause, time,
condition, or contrast.

What are some common subordinating conjunctions
used in complex sentences?
Common subordinating conjunctions include although, because, since, unless, if, when,
while, after, before, and even though.



Can a complex sentence have more than one
subordinating conjunction?
Yes, a complex sentence can contain multiple dependent clauses, each introduced by
different subordinating conjunctions, making the sentence more detailed and complex.

Provide an example of a complex sentence with the
subordinating conjunction 'although'.
Example: 'Although it was cold, we decided to go hiking.' The clause 'Although it was cold'
is the dependent clause introduced by 'although.'

Why are subordinating conjunctions important in
writing complex sentences?
Subordinating conjunctions are important because they help create complex sentences
that express clear relationships between ideas, such as cause and effect, contrast, or time,
enhancing the clarity and depth of writing.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Complex Sentences: A Guide to Subordinating Conjunctions
This book offers a comprehensive exploration of complex sentence structures, focusing on
the use of subordinating conjunctions. It provides clear examples and exercises that help
readers understand how to connect ideas effectively. Ideal for students and educators, it
emphasizes the importance of sentence variety in writing.

2. Subordinating Conjunctions in Action: Real-Life Sentence Examples
Through a collection of practical examples, this book illustrates how subordinating
conjunctions function in everyday language. Readers will find examples from literature,
journalism, and conversation that demonstrate the nuances of complex sentences. The
book also includes tips for avoiding common errors.

3. Complex Sentences Made Easy: Unlocking the Power of Subordination
Designed for learners at all levels, this text breaks down the components of complex
sentences with subordinating conjunctions. It uses step-by-step explanations and relatable
examples to build confidence in writing and speaking. Exercises at the end of each chapter
reinforce key concepts.

4. The Art of Complex Sentence Construction
Focusing on the stylistic and grammatical aspects of complex sentences, this book delves
into the creative possibilities offered by subordinating conjunctions. It encourages writers
to experiment with sentence length and complexity to enhance their prose. Examples from
classic and contemporary authors illustrate the techniques discussed.

5. Grammar Workshop: Exploring Subordinating Conjunctions
This workbook-style resource provides numerous examples and practice activities
centered on subordinating conjunctions. It is structured to gradually increase in difficulty,



helping learners build a solid foundation in complex sentence formation. The interactive
format makes it suitable for classroom use.

6. From Simple to Complex: Understanding Subordination in English
This book traces the progression from simple sentences to complex ones using
subordinating conjunctions. It explains the roles these conjunctions play in expressing
time, cause, condition, contrast, and purpose. Rich examples and annotated sentences
make the concepts accessible and engaging.

7. Examples of Complex Sentences with Subordinating Conjunctions: A Reference Guide
A handy reference for writers and students, this guide compiles a wide variety of complex
sentence examples organized by type of subordinating conjunction. Each example is
accompanied by explanations that clarify its structure and meaning. It serves as a quick
resource for improving sentence variety.

8. Advanced English Syntax: Complex Sentences and Subordination
Targeting advanced learners and linguists, this book examines the syntactic intricacies of
complex sentences with subordinating conjunctions. It integrates theoretical insights with
practical examples to deepen understanding of sentence hierarchy and dependency. The
text is suitable for graduate students and language professionals.

9. Writing with Subordinating Conjunctions: Techniques and Examples
This instructional book focuses on enhancing writing skills through the effective use of
subordinating conjunctions. It provides examples that showcase how these conjunctions
can add clarity, emphasis, and flow to sentences. Writers will find strategies for varying
sentence structure to improve readability and impact.
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