
examples of rhetorical choices ap lang

examples of rhetorical choices ap lang are essential for students preparing for the AP English Language and
Composition exam. Understanding these choices enables students to analyze how authors construct meaning
and persuade their audience effectively. This article explores various rhetorical strategies, techniques, and
devices commonly examined in AP Lang. It delves into the purpose and effect of these choices, offering
detailed explanations and examples to clarify their use in texts. Mastery of rhetorical analysis is crucial for
writing strong essays and responding confidently to exam prompts. The following sections include a
breakdown of rhetorical devices, appeals, and stylistic elements, providing a comprehensive overview to
enhance comprehension and application. This guide ultimately serves as a valuable resource for identifying
and interpreting examples of rhetorical choices ap lang requires.

Common Rhetorical Devices in AP Lang

Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos

Stylistic Choices and Their Effects

Examples of Rhetorical Choices in AP Lang Essays

Strategies for Analyzing Rhetorical Choices

Common Rhetorical Devices in AP Lang
Rhetorical devices are tools writers use to enhance their arguments and engage readers effectively.
Recognizing these devices is fundamental when analyzing texts for the AP Lang exam. Common rhetorical
devices include metaphor, simile, alliteration, repetition, and rhetorical questions. Each device serves a
specific function, often adding emphasis, clarity, or emotional resonance to the author’s message.
Understanding the nuances of these devices helps students explain how writers construct meaning and
influence their audience.

Metaphor and Simile
Metaphors and similes are figures of speech that compare two unlike things to create vivid imagery or
clarify complex ideas. A metaphor directly equates one thing to another, while a simile uses "like" or "as" to
highlight similarities. Both enhance the text’s persuasive power by making abstract concepts more tangible
and relatable.



Repetition and Parallelism
Repetition involves intentionally repeating words or phrases to emphasize a point or create rhythm.
Parallelism employs similar grammatical structures in consecutive phrases or sentences to reinforce ideas
and improve flow. These devices strengthen the argument’s coherence and memorability.

Rhetorical Questions
Rhetorical questions are inquiries posed by the author without expecting an answer. They engage the
audience, provoke thought, and underline key points. This device is particularly effective in persuasive
writing, encouraging readers to consider the argument more deeply.

Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Pathos, and Logos
The rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and logos—are foundational concepts in AP Lang. These appeals
represent different methods of persuasion that writers use to connect with their audience. Identifying and
analyzing how an author employs these appeals reveals the underlying strategy of the text.

Ethos: Credibility and Trust
Ethos refers to the ethical appeal, establishing the author’s credibility or authority on a subject. Writers
build ethos by demonstrating expertise, presenting balanced arguments, and using professional tone. This
appeal fosters trust, making the audience more receptive to the message.

Pathos: Emotional Connection
Pathos targets the audience’s emotions, aiming to evoke feelings such as sympathy, anger, or joy. By
appealing to pathos, authors make their arguments more compelling and relatable. Vivid anecdotes, charged
language, and descriptive imagery are common techniques to engage pathos.

Logos: Logical Reasoning
Logos appeals to logic and reason through facts, statistics, and well-structured arguments. This appeal
persuades the audience by demonstrating rationality and sound evidence. Clear explanations, cause-effect
relationships, and data presentation exemplify logos in rhetoric.

Stylistic Choices and Their Effects
Stylistic choices encompass the author’s decisions about diction, syntax, tone, and sentence structure. These
elements shape how the message is conveyed and perceived. Analyzing style helps explain the author’s
attitude and the intended impact on readers.



Diction: Word Choice
Diction refers to the specific words an author selects. Formal, informal, connotative, or denotative diction
can influence tone and clarity. For instance, using technical jargon may establish expertise, while simple
language can make ideas accessible.

Syntax: Sentence Structure
Syntax involves the arrangement of words and phrases to create sentences. Varied sentence lengths and
structures affect pacing and emphasis. Short, abrupt sentences can create urgency, while longer, complex
sentences may develop detailed explanations.

Tone and Mood
Tone reflects the author’s attitude toward the subject, while mood describes the emotional atmosphere
created for the reader. Both are shaped through stylistic choices and contribute to the overall effectiveness
of the rhetoric.

Examples of Rhetorical Choices in AP Lang Essays
Examining examples of rhetorical choices in actual AP Lang essays illustrates how these concepts are
applied in practice. Essays often analyze how authors employ devices and appeals to support their
arguments, providing concrete instances of rhetorical strategies at work.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” Speech: Uses repetition (“I have a dream”) and pathos to1.
inspire hope and unity.

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: Employs irony and ethos to criticize social issues effectively.2.

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Fireside Chats: Demonstrate ethos and logos by establishing trust and3.
providing logical solutions during crises.

Barbara Jordan’s Speech at the 1976 Democratic National Convention: Combines ethos and pathos to4.
advocate for justice and equality.

Malcolm X’s “The Ballot or the Bullet” Speech: Uses rhetorical questions and powerful diction to5.
challenge the audience.

Strategies for Analyzing Rhetorical Choices
Effective analysis of rhetorical choices requires systematic approaches. Students should first identify the



rhetorical devices and appeals present, then consider their purpose and effect within the text. Annotating
passages and noting patterns aids comprehension. Evaluating how these choices contribute to the author’s
argument or tone is critical for insightful analysis.

Identification and Annotation
Marking rhetorical devices and appeals while reading helps track the author’s techniques. This practice
prepares students to discuss the function and impact of these choices in essays.

Evaluating Purpose and Effect
Understanding why an author uses a particular rhetorical choice is as important as recognizing it. Analysis
should connect the device to the author’s goals, such as persuading, informing, or entertaining the audience.

Practice with Diverse Texts
Engaging with various genres and authors broadens familiarity with rhetorical strategies. Practice enhances
the ability to quickly identify and explain examples of rhetorical choices ap lang texts present.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common examples of rhetorical choices in AP Lang
essays?
Common rhetorical choices include the use of ethos, pathos, and logos appeals, diction, syntax, imagery,
repetition, parallelism, and rhetorical questions.

How does diction serve as a rhetorical choice in AP Lang?
Diction, or word choice, shapes the tone and meaning of a text, influencing how the audience perceives the
message, whether formal, informal, connotative, or emotive.

Can you give an example of how syntax is used as a rhetorical choice?
Syntax involves the arrangement of words and sentences; for example, using short, choppy sentences to
create urgency or long, complex sentences to convey sophistication.

What role does repetition play as a rhetorical choice in AP Lang?
Repetition emphasizes key ideas, reinforces arguments, and creates rhythm, making the message more
memorable and persuasive.



How are rhetorical questions used as a rhetorical choice?
Rhetorical questions engage the audience, provoke thought, and emphasize a point without expecting an
actual answer.

What is an example of using imagery as a rhetorical choice in AP Lang?
Imagery uses vivid and descriptive language to create sensory experiences for the reader, helping to clarify
or emphasize a point.

Additional Resources
1. Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs
This book offers a comprehensive guide to the art of persuasion, drawing from classical rhetoric and modern
examples. Heinrichs breaks down rhetorical strategies into accessible concepts, demonstrating how to use
ethos, pathos, and logos effectively. It is filled with practical examples that AP Lang students can analyze to
understand rhetorical choices in real-world contexts.

2. The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White
A timeless guide to writing clearly and concisely, this book emphasizes stylistic choices that enhance
rhetorical effectiveness. It covers principles of composition and common pitfalls in writing, making it a
valuable resource for understanding how diction and syntax influence tone and argument. AP Lang
students can learn how to make deliberate rhetorical choices to improve clarity and impact.

3. They Say / I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
This book focuses on the rhetorical moves that writers use to enter academic conversations. It provides
templates and examples that illustrate how to structure arguments and respond to others’ ideas, which is
essential for AP Lang essays. The book’s examples highlight rhetorical strategies such as concession,
refutation, and framing.

4. Rhetoric by Aristotle
As the foundational text on rhetoric, Aristotle’s work introduces the three persuasive appeals: ethos, pathos,
and logos. It explores how speakers and writers can use these appeals to influence audiences effectively. AP
Lang students can study Aristotle’s concepts to better identify and analyze rhetorical choices in various
texts.

5. On Writing Well by William Zinsser
Zinsser’s book is a guide to writing nonfiction with clarity and simplicity, emphasizing choices in tone,
voice, and structure. It encourages writers to be authentic and purposeful, which are key rhetorical
considerations. AP Lang students can learn how different stylistic decisions affect reader engagement and
persuasion.



6. The Rhetorical Tradition: Readings from Classical Times to the Present edited by Patricia Bizzell and
Bruce Herzberg
This anthology compiles essential rhetorical texts from various periods, providing diverse examples of
rhetorical strategies and styles. It allows students to compare rhetorical choices across time and genres. The
collection is ideal for AP Lang students seeking to deepen their understanding of rhetorical analysis
through primary sources.

7. Made to Stick: Why Some Ideas Survive and Others Die by Chip Heath and Dan Heath
This book explores why certain messages are more memorable and persuasive than others, focusing on
rhetorical choices that make ideas “stick.” It outlines principles like simplicity, unexpectedness, and
emotional appeal, all relevant to rhetorical strategy. AP Lang students can apply these concepts to craft or
analyze compelling arguments.

8. Persuasion: Reception and Responsibility by Charles U. Larson
Larson’s book examines the ethical dimensions of persuasion and the rhetorical techniques used in media
and communication. It provides examples of persuasive messages and discusses the responsibilities of both
persuaders and audiences. AP Lang students can use this text to evaluate rhetorical choices with an ethical
lens.

9. Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace by Joseph M. Williams and Joseph Bizup
This book focuses on how writers can make their prose clear, graceful, and rhetorically effective. It covers
sentence structure, word choice, and coherence, showing how these elements contribute to persuasive
writing. AP Lang students benefit from its practical advice on making deliberate stylistic and rhetorical
decisions.
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