
examples of simple predicates
examples of simple predicates are fundamental components of English grammar
that help identify the action or state of the subject in a sentence.
Understanding simple predicates is essential for mastering sentence
structure, improving writing clarity, and enhancing reading comprehension.
This article delves into the definition of simple predicates, offers numerous
examples, and explains how to distinguish them from complete predicates and
compound predicates. In addition, it covers common mistakes and tips for
identifying simple predicates effectively. Whether you are a student,
educator, or language enthusiast, this comprehensive guide will provide
valuable insights into the role of simple predicates in sentence construction
and grammar analysis.
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Definition and Importance of Simple Predicates
A simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase in a sentence that tells
what the subject does or is. It expresses the core action or state of being
linked to the subject without including additional modifiers, objects, or
complements. Simple predicates are crucial in sentence analysis because they
provide the essential information about what the subject is performing or
experiencing.

Understanding simple predicates helps improve sentence parsing and grammar
skills, enabling clearer communication. In English grammar, predicates can be
simple, complete, or compound, with the simple predicate focusing solely on
the verb component. This distinction is vital for accurate sentence
diagramming and understanding sentence meaning.

What Constitutes a Simple Predicate?
A simple predicate typically consists of a single verb or a verb phrase
without any accompanying words that modify or complete the verb. It may
include auxiliary (helping) verbs when they are part of the verb phrase. For
example, in the sentence “She is running,” the simple predicate is “is



running.”

Why Simple Predicates Matter in Grammar
Simple predicates serve as the backbone of sentence structure. They allow
readers and listeners to grasp the fundamental action or state of the subject
quickly. Learning to identify simple predicates enhances language learning,
writing precision, and effective communication.

Common Examples of Simple Predicates
Examining examples of simple predicates in various sentence types helps
clarify their function and form. Simple predicates can be action verbs,
linking verbs, or verb phrases including auxiliary verbs.

Examples with Action Verbs
Action verbs describe what the subject does. Here are some examples where the
simple predicate represents the action:

The dog barks.

She runs every morning.

They built a new house.

He writes novels.

The children played outside.

Examples with Linking Verbs
Linking verbs connect the subject to additional information but still
constitute the simple predicate. Examples include forms of “to be” and verbs
like “seem” or “become.”

She is a teacher.

The sky looks blue.

He became tired after the race.

The soup tastes delicious.



They are excited about the trip.

Examples with Auxiliary Verbs
When auxiliary verbs combine with main verbs, they form verb phrases that
still count as simple predicates:

She is running late.

They have finished their homework.

He was driving too fast.

We will attend the meeting.

The team has won the championship.

Difference Between Simple, Complete, and
Compound Predicates
To fully comprehend simple predicates, it is important to distinguish them
from complete predicates and compound predicates. Each type serves a unique
role in describing the predicate portion of a sentence.

Simple Predicate vs. Complete Predicate
The simple predicate is the verb or verb phrase alone, while the complete
predicate includes the simple predicate plus all the words that modify or
complete its meaning. For example:

Sentence: The cat slept on the warm windowsill.

Simple predicate: slept

Complete predicate: slept on the warm windowsill

The complete predicate provides more detail, whereas the simple predicate
focuses solely on the verb.



Simple Predicate vs. Compound Predicate
A compound predicate contains two or more simple predicates (verbs) that
share the same subject, usually joined by a conjunction like “and” or “or.”
For example:

She runs and jumps every morning.

The dog barked and chased the ball.

Each verb in the compound predicate is a simple predicate on its own, but
together they form the compound predicate.

How to Identify Simple Predicates in Sentences
Identifying simple predicates requires a clear understanding of verb phrases
and sentence structure. The following methods and tips can aid in recognizing
simple predicates accurately.

Step-by-Step Identification Process
To find the simple predicate in a sentence:

Locate the subject first — the person, place, or thing the sentence is1.
about.

Ask, “What is the subject doing?” or “What is happening to the subject?”2.

Identify the verb or verb phrase that answers this question; this is the3.
simple predicate.

Ignore modifiers, objects, or complements when identifying the simple4.
predicate.

Examples Demonstrating Identification
Consider the sentence: “The students have completed their assignments.”

Subject: The students

Question: What have the students done?

Simple predicate: have completed



Additional information “their assignments” is not part of the simple
predicate.

Using Auxiliary Verbs in Identification
When auxiliary verbs are present, include them as part of the simple
predicate because they work together with the main verb to express tense,
mood, or voice. For example, in “She is singing,” both “is” and “singing”
form the simple predicate.

Common Mistakes and Tips for Recognizing Simple
Predicates
Common errors in identifying simple predicates often involve confusing them
with complete predicates or objects, or overlooking auxiliary verbs.
Awareness of these pitfalls improves accuracy in grammar analysis.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Including objects or complements as part of the simple predicate.

Ignoring auxiliary verbs and identifying only the main verb.

Mixing up the subject with the predicate.

Treating complete predicates as simple predicates.

Helpful Tips for Accurate Identification

Focus on the verb or verb phrase alone without considering modifiers.

Remember that auxiliary verbs are part of the simple predicate.

Practice by breaking down sentences into subject and predicate
components.

Use questions like “What does the subject do?” or “What happens to the
subject?” to find the predicate.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a simple predicate in a sentence?
A simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase in the predicate of a
sentence that tells what the subject does or is.

Can you give an example of a simple predicate?
In the sentence 'She runs every morning,' the simple predicate is 'runs.'

How do you identify the simple predicate in a
sentence?
To identify the simple predicate, find the verb or verb phrase that shows the
action or state of the subject.

Are helping verbs included in the simple predicate?
No, the simple predicate includes only the main verb, not the helping verbs;
the complete predicate would include helping verbs.

What is the difference between a simple predicate
and a complete predicate?
The simple predicate is just the main verb, while the complete predicate
includes the verb and all the words related to it.

Can a simple predicate be more than one word?
Typically, a simple predicate is a single main verb, but it can be a verb
phrase if the main verb is a compound or phrasal verb.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Simple Predicates in Grammar
This book offers a clear and concise explanation of simple predicates,
providing numerous examples and exercises to help readers identify and use
them effectively. It is ideal for students and educators looking to
strengthen their grasp of sentence structure. The book breaks down complex
sentences into understandable parts, focusing on the role of the simple
predicate.

2. Simple Predicates Made Easy
Designed for beginners, this guide simplifies the concept of simple
predicates through practical examples and engaging activities. Readers will



learn to distinguish between subjects and predicates with ease. The book also
includes quizzes and practice sentences to reinforce learning.

3. The Power of Simple Predicates
This book explores how simple predicates function within various types of
sentences, highlighting their importance in clear communication. It includes
real-world examples from literature and everyday speech. Readers will gain
insight into how verbs drive the action and meaning of sentences.

4. Mastering Grammar: Simple Predicates
A comprehensive resource for mastering the use of simple predicates, this
book covers everything from basic definitions to advanced usage. It features
step-by-step instructions and plenty of practice exercises. Perfect for
students preparing for exams or anyone wanting to polish their grammar
skills.

5. Examples of Simple Predicates in Children's Literature
This book uses popular children’s stories to illustrate simple predicates in
context, making learning fun and relatable. Each chapter highlights sentences
from beloved books and explains the predicate’s role. It’s a great tool for
teachers and parents aiming to teach grammar through storytelling.

6. Simple Predicates: A Workbook for Practice and Mastery
Packed with exercises and examples, this workbook is designed to help
learners practice identifying and using simple predicates correctly. It
includes answer keys and tips for avoiding common mistakes. Suitable for
classroom use or individual study.

7. Grammar Essentials: Identifying Simple Predicates
Focusing on the essentials, this book breaks down the concept of simple
predicates into manageable lessons. It features clear definitions, examples,
and review questions to reinforce understanding. Ideal for middle school
students and ESL learners.

8. From Sentences to Predicates: A Simple Guide
This guide helps readers understand how sentences are constructed around
predicates, with an emphasis on simple predicates. It explains how predicates
express action or state of being in a sentence. The book’s straightforward
approach makes it accessible for learners of all ages.

9. Simple Predicates in Action: Real-Life Examples
By examining sentences from newspapers, conversations, and social media, this
book shows how simple predicates operate in everyday language. It encourages
readers to identify predicates in various contexts to improve their grammar
awareness. The practical approach makes grammar learning relevant and
engaging.
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