
examples of subjective description

examples of subjective description illustrate how language can convey personal feelings, opinions, and
interpretations rather than objective facts. Subjective descriptions rely on individual perspectives, emotions,
and judgments, making them essential in creative writing, reviews, and everyday communication. This
article explores a variety of examples of subjective description, highlighting their importance in expressing
nuanced human experiences. It also differentiates subjective descriptions from objective descriptions,
clarifies when and why subjective language is used, and provides practical examples across different
contexts. Understanding these examples aids in recognizing bias and personal tone in writing and speech,
which is crucial for effective communication and critical analysis.
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Understanding Subjective Description
Subjective description refers to the use of language that expresses personal feelings, opinions, or
interpretations rather than verifiable facts. It often employs adjectives and adverbs that reflect the speaker's
or writer's emotional response or personal judgment. Unlike objective descriptions, which focus on
observable and measurable elements, subjective descriptions are inherently biased and vary from person to
person. The purpose of subjective description is to convey the author's or speaker's unique viewpoint, often
to evoke emotional responses or provide insight into personal experiences.

Characteristics of Subjective Description
Several features distinguish subjective descriptions, making them identifiable in text or speech. These
include the use of evaluative language, emotional tone, and personal pronouns. Subjective descriptions often
include words like "beautiful," "terrible," "delightful," or "boring," which cannot be universally measured or
verified. They also rely heavily on sensory impressions and metaphorical language to engage the
audience's senses and emotions.



Importance in Communication
Subjective descriptions play a vital role in storytelling, persuasive writing, and personal expression. They
allow writers and speakers to connect with their audience on an emotional level by sharing how
something feels or is perceived uniquely. This type of description enriches narratives, making them more
relatable and vivid. Moreover, subjective language is essential in fields such as literature, advertising, and
psychology, where personal perspective is key.

Examples of Subjective Description in Literature
Literary works frequently utilize subjective description to create mood, develop characters, and immerse
readers in a particular point of view. Authors use subjective descriptions to communicate how characters
experience their surroundings and emotions, allowing readers to engage with the story on a deeper level.

Use of Sensory and Emotional Language
In literature, subjective descriptions often employ sensory details combined with emotional language. For
example, describing a sunset as "a breathtaking cascade of fiery reds and golds that filled the sky with
warmth and hope" emphasizes personal emotional response rather than objective color values or scientific
explanations.

Examples from Classic and Contemporary Works
Classic literature is rich with subjective descriptions that reveal characters’ inner worlds. For instance, in F.
Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, the character Nick Carraway describes Gatsby’s smile as "one of those
rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it." This description conveys Nick’s personal impression
rather than an objective fact. Similarly, contemporary novels often use subjective description to explore
complex emotions and atmospheres.

Subjective Descriptions in Everyday Language
Subjective descriptions are commonplace in daily conversations, where individuals express opinions and
feelings about people, places, and events. These descriptions help convey personal attitudes and emotional
reactions, shaping social interactions and relationships.



Common Examples in Speech
Everyday subjective descriptions include phrases like "That movie was incredibly boring," "She has a
charming personality," or "The coffee tastes too bitter." Each of these statements reflects the speaker’s
personal evaluation rather than an objective truth. Such language allows individuals to share their unique
perspectives and preferences.

Role in Social and Cultural Contexts
Subjective descriptions also reflect cultural norms and personal experiences. What one culture or individual
finds beautiful, exciting, or unpleasant may differ significantly from another’s view. Thus, subjective
language can communicate not only personal feelings but also cultural identity and value systems.

Differences Between Subjective and Objective Descriptions
Understanding the distinction between subjective and objective descriptions is crucial for clear
communication and critical thinking. Objective descriptions aim to present information without bias,
relying on measurable and verifiable facts, while subjective descriptions focus on personal interpretation
and emotional response.

Objective Description Defined
Objective descriptions provide factual, impartial information that can be independently verified. For
example, stating "The building is 100 feet tall and painted red" is objective. This type of description avoids
personal feelings and is common in scientific writing, news reporting, and technical documentation.

Comparison Chart of Key Differences

Focus: Subjective – personal feelings; Objective – factual data

Language: Subjective – evaluative adjectives; Objective – neutral terms

Purpose: Subjective – express opinion/emotion; Objective – inform accurately

Verification: Subjective – cannot be proven; Objective – verifiable



Practical Examples of Subjective Description in Reviews and
Critiques
Reviews and critiques in fields such as art, film, food, and literature often rely heavily on subjective
description. These examples demonstrate how personal judgment shapes the evaluation and influences
audience perception.

Film Reviews
A film review might describe a movie as "a thrilling masterpiece with heart-pounding action and
unforgettable characters," which reflects the reviewer’s enthusiasm and emotional response. This subjective
description is meant to persuade or inform potential viewers of the reviewer’s experience.

Restaurant and Food Critiques
In food critiques, subjective descriptions abound. A critic may say, "The dish was a perfect balance of spicy
and savory flavors, leaving a lingering warmth that delighted the palate." Such language conveys the
critic’s personal taste and sensory experience rather than an objective recipe analysis.

Art and Literature Criticism
Art critics often use subjective descriptions to interpret and evaluate works. Descriptions like "the painting
exudes a haunting melancholy that resonates deeply" communicate the critic’s emotional reaction and
interpretive stance, which are inherently subjective.

List of Common Subjective Descriptive Words Used in Reviews

Beautiful

Disappointing

Elegant

Overwhelming

Inspiring

Uninspired



Delightful

Bland

Heartwarming

Chaotic

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a subjective description?
A subjective description is a way of describing something based on personal feelings, opinions, or
interpretations rather than objective facts.

Can you provide an example of a subjective description of a sunset?
The sunset was breathtakingly beautiful, with vibrant hues that filled me with a deep sense of peace and
wonder.

How does subjective description differ from objective description?
Subjective description includes personal emotions and opinions, while objective description focuses on
factual, unbiased details.

What is an example of a subjective description of a meal?
The pasta tasted heavenly, with rich, creamy sauce that made me feel comforted and satisfied.

Why are subjective descriptions important in creative writing?
Subjective descriptions help convey the writer's emotions and create a stronger connection with the reader
by sharing personal experiences.

Can you give an example of a subjective description of a person?
She has an infectious smile that lights up the room and makes everyone feel instantly at ease.



How can subjective descriptions enhance storytelling?
They add depth and personality to characters and settings by expressing individual perspectives and
emotional responses.

Is it possible for subjective descriptions to vary between different people?
Yes, subjective descriptions vary because they are influenced by each person's unique feelings,
experiences, and viewpoints.

Additional Resources
1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
This classic novel offers a rich example of subjective description through the eyes of Nick Carraway.
Fitzgerald’s lyrical prose vividly captures the glamour and disillusionment of the Jazz Age, but always
filtered through Nick’s personal feelings and judgments. The descriptions often reveal more about Nick’s
character and biases than about the objects or people being described.

2. To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf
Woolf’s modernist masterpiece uses stream-of-consciousness narration to provide deeply subjective
descriptions of characters and settings. The novel’s shifting perspectives allow readers to experience events
and environments through the unique emotional and psychological lenses of different characters. This
approach highlights the fluid and personal nature of reality.

3. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
Holden Caulfield’s narrative voice is a prime example of subjective description, filled with his personal
opinions, emotions, and biases. His descriptions of people and places are colored by his adolescent cynicism
and desire for authenticity. Readers gain insight into Holden’s complex inner world through his distinctive,
often unreliable, observations.

4. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
This novel uses first-person narration to deliver highly subjective descriptions that reflect Jane’s moral and
emotional development. The way Jane perceives the settings and characters around her reveals her
personal values and struggles. Her subjective viewpoint invites readers to engage intimately with her
experiences and growth.

5. Beloved by Toni Morrison
Morrison’s novel employs richly poetic and subjective descriptions to convey the haunting legacy of
slavery. The narrative often shifts between characters’ memories and perceptions, creating a fragmented
and emotional portrayal of the past. These subjective descriptions deepen the reader’s understanding of
trauma and identity.



6. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
Ellison’s protagonist narrates his journey with vivid subjective descriptions that explore themes of identity
and invisibility. His perceptions of the world are deeply personal, highlighting the complexities of race and
individuality. The novel’s descriptive language captures the protagonist’s internal conflicts and evolving
self-awareness.

7. Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf
Another Woolf classic, this novel uses multiple perspectives to present subjective descriptions of a single
day in postwar London. The internal monologues reveal characters’ thoughts and feelings, creating a mosaic
of subjective realities. The detailed descriptions emphasize the contrast between outward appearances and
inner experiences.

8. The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
This semi-autobiographical novel provides a poignant example of subjective description through the
protagonist’s depressive and often distorted viewpoint. Plath’s language conveys the intense emotional and
psychological states of Esther Greenwood. The subjective descriptions offer insight into mental illness and
personal alienation.

9. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel García Márquez
Márquez’s magical realism blends objective events with subjective and fantastical descriptions that reflect
the characters’ inner lives and cultural myths. The narrative style often blurs the line between reality and
imagination, emphasizing the subjective nature of history and memory. This approach enriches the novel’s
exploration of family and time.

Examples Of Subjective Description

Examples Of Subjective Description

Related Articles
exponents test
examples of emphatic sentences
exam maker for teachers

Back to Home

https://www.topqa.wiki/all-quizizz-017/examples-of-subjective-description.pdf
https://www.topqa.wiki/all-quizizz-017/exponents-test.pdf
https://www.topqa.wiki/all-quizizz-017/examples-of-emphatic-sentences.pdf
https://www.topqa.wiki/all-quizizz-017/exam-maker-for-teachers.pdf
https://www.topqa.wiki

