exclusive economic zone ap human
geography example

exclusive economic zone ap human geography example is a fundamental concept in
AP Human Geography that illustrates how states extend their control over oceanic
resources and maritime space. This term, often abbreviated as EEZ, defines a sea zone
prescribed by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), allowing a
coastal country special rights regarding the exploration and use of marine resources.
Understanding the exclusive economic zone is crucial for grasping geopolitical dynamics,
resource management, and environmental policies in the context of human geography. This
article explores the definition, legal framework, and practical examples of EEZs,
emphasizing their relevance to AP Human Geography. Additionally, it discusses conflicts
arising from overlapping EEZ claims, resource exploitation, and the impact on international
relations. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the exclusive economic
zone concept to enhance comprehension of its role in global maritime politics.

Definition and Legal Framework of Exclusive Economic Zones

Examples of Exclusive Economic Zones in AP Human Geography

Geopolitical Conflicts Involving Exclusive Economic Zones

e Economic and Environmental Implications of EEZs

Role of Exclusive Economic Zones in Global Trade and Security

Definition and Legal Framework of Exclusive
Economic Zones

The exclusive economic zone (EEZ) is a maritime zone extending up to 200 nautical miles
from the baseline of a coastal state's shore. Within this zone, the state has the sovereign
rights to explore, exploit, conserve, and manage natural resources, both living and non-
living, in the water column and seabed. The concept of EEZ was formally established under
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLQOS) in 1982, which provides the
legal framework governing maritime boundaries and resource rights.

Legal Rights and Limitations

While a coastal state enjoys exclusive rights over the natural resources in its EEZ, it does
not possess full sovereignty over the zone as it does over its territorial waters. Other states
retain freedom of navigation and overflight, as well as the laying of submarine cables and
pipelines, subject to certain regulations. The EEZ is distinct from the territorial sea, which
extends only 12 nautical miles from the baseline and is under full sovereignty of the coastal
state.



Significance in International Law

The establishment of EEZs has significantly altered maritime boundaries and resource
claims worldwide. It provides a standardized mechanism for coastal states to claim rights
over marine resources, reducing ambiguities and conflicts. However, overlapping claims are
common, especially where states are geographically close, necessitating bilateral or
multilateral agreements to resolve disputes.

Examples of Exclusive Economic Zones in AP
Human Geography

In AP Human Geography, the exclusive economic zone is often used to illustrate how
political geography intersects with economic resources and international law. Several real-
world examples demonstrate the practical application and challenges associated with EEZs.

United States EEZ

The United States has one of the largest EEZs in the world, encompassing approximately
3.4 million square nautical miles. This zone includes coastal waters along the Atlantic,
Pacific, Gulf of Mexico, and Arctic Ocean. The US utilizes its EEZ to manage fisheries, oil and
gas exploration, and marine conservation efforts.

South China Sea EEZ Disputes

The South China Sea is a prominent example used in AP Human Geography to highlight the
complexities of EEZ claims. Multiple countries, including China, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, and Brunei, claim overlapping EEZs based on their coastlines and historical rights.
These disputes impact regional security, international shipping lanes, and access to
fisheries and potential hydrocarbon reserves.

Example List of Notable EEZs

e Australia’s EEZ surrounding its mainland and external territories
e Japan’s EEZ in the Pacific Ocean, critical for fishing and resource extraction
e Norway’s EEZ in the North Atlantic, rich in oil and natural gas

e Brazil’'s EEZ along the Atlantic coast, important for offshore oil production

Geopolitical Conflicts Involving Exclusive



Economic Zones

Exclusive economic zones are often sources of geopolitical tension due to their economic
value and strategic importance. Conflicts arise when nations assert overlapping claims or
when enforcement of EEZ rights leads to confrontations.

South China Sea Territorial Disputes

The South China Sea conflict exemplifies how EEZ disputes can escalate into significant
geopolitical issues. China’s expansive claims, demarcated by the so-called “Nine-Dash
Line,” overlap with the EEZs of several Southeast Asian nations. These overlapping claims
have resulted in diplomatic standoffs, militarization of islands, and challenges to freedom of
navigation.

Arctic Ocean EEZ Competition

As polar ice melts due to climate change, the Arctic Ocean has become an arena for new
EEZ claims by countries such as Russia, Canada, Denmark (via Greenland), Norway, and the
United States. These claims are motivated by the prospect of untapped natural resources
and new shipping routes, increasing the potential for geopolitical competition in the region.

Other EEZ Disputes

Other regions with notable EEZ conflicts include:

e The Eastern Mediterranean, involving Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, and Egypt
e The Gulf of Guinea, where overlapping claims impact oil-rich waters

e The Falkland Islands (Malvinas), involving the United Kingdom and Argentina

Economic and Environmental Implications of EEZs

Exclusive economic zones have significant economic and environmental consequences for
coastal states and the global community. They regulate the exploitation of marine
resources and impact environmental conservation efforts.

Resource Exploitation

Within their EEZs, states have exclusive rights to fish stocks, oil and gas reserves, minerals,
and renewable energy resources such as offshore wind. Proper management of these
resources is critical for economic development and food security. However, overfishing and
unsustainable extraction practices can lead to resource depletion and environmental
degradation.



Marine Conservation and Sustainability

EEZs also provide a framework for implementing marine conservation measures. Coastal
states can establish marine protected areas, regulate pollution, and manage habitats
critical for biodiversity. The balance between economic exploitation and environmental
sustainability is a central concern in EEZ governance.

List of Economic Activities in EEZs

e Commercial fishing and aquaculture

e Offshore oil and natural gas drilling

e Mineral extraction from the seabed

* Renewable energy development (e.g., wind farms)

e Tourism and recreational activities

Role of Exclusive Economic Zones in Global Trade
and Security

Exclusive economic zones play a crucial role in shaping global trade routes, maritime
security, and international cooperation. Control over EEZs influences access to strategic sea
lanes and maritime chokepoints essential for global commerce.

Maritime Trade Routes and EEZs

Many EEZs encompass critical shipping lanes that facilitate international trade. Coastal
states have a vested interest in securing these routes to ensure the free flow of goods. The
regulation of activities in EEZs, including navigation rights, affects global supply chains and
economic stability.

Security and Military Presence

Coastal states often deploy naval forces within or near their EEZs to enforce laws, protect
resources, and maintain sovereignty. This military presence can deter illegal fishing,
smuggling, and unauthorized resource exploitation but can also heighten tensions in
disputed areas.

International Cooperation and Agreements

To manage EEZ-related challenges, countries engage in bilateral and multilateral
agreements addressing resource sharing, conflict resolution, and environmental protection.
International organizations and treaties facilitate dialogue and cooperation among coastal



states.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in AP Human
Geography?

An Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is a sea zone prescribed by the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, extending up to 200 nautical miles from a country's
coastline, where the state has special rights regarding the exploration and use of marine
resources.

Can you provide an example of an Exclusive Economic
Zone discussed in AP Human Geography?

A common example is the United States' EEZ around Alaska, which extends 200 nautical
miles into the Pacific Ocean, granting the U.S. exclusive rights to fish, mine, and explore
natural resources in that area.

How do Exclusive Economic Zones impact geopolitical
relations in AP Human Geography?

EEZs often lead to disputes between countries over resource rights, especially when zones
overlap or when valuable resources like oil and fish stocks are at stake, influencing political
relationships and sometimes causing conflicts.

Why are Exclusive Economic Zones significant in the
study of AP Human Geography?

EEZs are significant because they illustrate how political boundaries extend into maritime
spaces, affecting economic activities, resource management, and international law, which
are key concepts in AP Human Geography.

What role do Exclusive Economic Zones play in resource
management in AP Human Geography examples?

EEZs allow countries to control and manage marine resources such as fisheries and
minerals, helping to regulate fishing practices, prevent overexploitation, and promote
sustainable use of oceanic resources within their maritime boundaries.

Additional Resources

1. Exclusive Economic Zones and Maritime Boundaries: A Global Perspective
This book offers a comprehensive overview of Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) and their



significance in international maritime law. It explores how EEZs impact economic activities
such as fishing, oil exploration, and shipping rights. Case studies from various regions
provide insight into disputes and cooperation among coastal nations.

2. Human Geography of Coastal Zones: Economic and Political Dimensions

Focusing on the human geography of coastal zones, this text examines how EEZs shape

economic development and geopolitical strategies. It discusses the relationship between
natural resources, population distribution, and territorial claims. The book also addresses
environmental challenges within EEZs.

3. Maritime Boundaries and International Relations in AP Human Geography

Designed for students and educators, this book explains the role of maritime boundaries,
including EEZs, in global politics and human geography. It highlights the importance of
these zones in understanding resource management, sovereignty, and conflicts at sea. The
text integrates maps and real-world examples relevant to AP Human Geography curricula.

4. Economic Zones and Resource Management: A Human Geography Approach

This volume explores how exclusive economic zones influence resource management from
a human geography perspective. It assesses the economic potential of EEZs and their
impact on coastal communities, fisheries, and energy resources. The book also evaluates
policy frameworks governing EEZ exploitation and sustainability.

5. Geopolitics of the Seas: The Strategic Importance of Exclusive Economic Zones

Delving into the strategic role of EEZs, this book analyzes geopolitical tensions and
alliances shaped by maritime claims. It covers conflicts over offshore resources and the
implications for international diplomacy. The author provides a detailed look at key regions
where EEZ disputes are prominent.

6. Coastal Economies and the Exclusive Economic Zone: An AP Human Geography Case
Study

This case study-based book explores how EEZs affect coastal economies, focusing on
fishing, tourism, and energy sectors. It illustrates the interplay between local communities
and national policies governing maritime resources. The book is tailored to AP Human
Geography students seeking practical examples.

7. International Maritime Law and the Economics of Exclusive Economic Zones

This book provides an in-depth examination of the legal frameworks underpinning EEZs and
their economic implications. It discusses the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and how it defines rights and responsibilities within EEZs. The text bridges
law, economics, and human geography disciplines.

8. Environmental Challenges in Exclusive Economic Zones: A Human Geography
Perspective

Addressing environmental concerns, this book investigates pollution, overfishing, and
habitat degradation within EEZs. It emphasizes the role of human geography in
understanding human-environment interactions in these maritime spaces. Solutions for
sustainable management of EEZ resources are also discussed.

9. Mapping the Exclusive Economic Zone: Tools and Techniques for AP Human Geography
This practical guide focuses on cartographic methods and geographic information systems
(GIS) used to map and analyze EEZs. It helps students develop skills in spatial analysis



relevant to human geography topics. The book includes exercises and examples related to
EEZ boundaries and resource distribution.
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