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extended reading comprehension the gift of the magi answer key is an essential tool
for educators and students seeking to deepen their understanding of O. Henry’s classic
short story, "The Gift of the Magi." This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
extended reading comprehension exercises designed around the story, along with detailed
explanations and answer keys. Understanding the narrative’s themes, characters, and
literary devices is crucial for mastering the content, and this guide supports that process.
Additionally, the article discusses strategies for effectively using the answer key to
enhance learning outcomes. Educators will find valuable insights into structuring lessons,
while students can benefit from practice questions and clear, authoritative answers. The
following sections will explore the story’s synopsis, key comprehension questions,
thematic analysis, and practical tips for applying the answer key in an academic setting.

Overview of "The Gift of the Magi"

Importance of Extended Reading Comprehension

Detailed Answer Key for Comprehension Questions

Analyzing Themes and Literary Devices

Using the Answer Key Effectively

Overview of "The Gift of the Magi"

"The Gift of the Magi" is a renowned short story by O. Henry that centers on a young
couple, Jim and Della, who sacrifice their most prized possessions to buy each other
meaningful Christmas gifts. The story highlights themes of love, sacrifice, and irony
through its poignant narrative and twist ending. Extended reading comprehension
exercises based on this story often require readers to grasp not only the plot but also the
underlying messages and character motivations. This foundational understanding is
crucial before moving on to deeper analytical questions provided in the answer key.

Plot Summary

The story is set during the Christmas season and follows Della, who has only $1.87 to buy
a gift for her husband, Jim. She decides to sell her long, beautiful hair to purchase a fine
chain for Jim’s prized watch. Meanwhile, Jim sells his watch to buy combs for Della’s hair.
The story concludes with an ironic but touching realization of their mutual sacrifices,



emphasizing the true spirit of giving.

Character Profiles

Jim and Della are portrayed as loving and selfless individuals whose actions underscore
the story's central themes. Understanding their personalities and motivations enhances
comprehension and prepares readers for more complex analysis in extended exercises.

Importance of Extended Reading Comprehension

Extended reading comprehension activities go beyond basic recall of facts to engage
critical thinking and interpretive skills. They encourage readers to analyze the text’s
deeper meanings, evaluate character development, and understand literary techniques.
For "The Gift of the Magi," such comprehension is vital due to the story’s nuanced themes
and use of irony.

Benefits for Students

Engaging with extended comprehension tasks helps students:

Improve critical reading skills

Enhance vocabulary and contextual understanding

Develop the ability to infer and analyze underlying themes

Prepare for standardized tests and academic writing

Role in Curriculum

Many educational programs include extended comprehension exercises to align with
Common Core standards and other learning frameworks. These exercises ensure students
can interpret classic literature like "The Gift of the Magi" with depth and sophistication.

Detailed Answer Key for Comprehension



Questions

The extended reading comprehension the gift of the magi answer key provides
authoritative responses to a variety of question types, including multiple-choice, short
answer, and essay prompts. This section outlines sample questions and model answers
that clarify key points and interpretations.

Sample Questions and Answers

What is the central theme of "The Gift of the Magi"?1.
The central theme is the selfless nature of love, demonstrated by the sacrifices Jim
and Della make for each other.

How does O. Henry use irony in the story?2.
The story’s irony lies in Jim and Della each sacrificing their most valuable possession
to buy a gift that complements the other’s now unavailable possession.

Explain the significance of the title.3.
The title references the Magi, or wise men, highlighting that true wisdom lies in
giving selflessly rather than in material wealth.

Answer Key Format

The answer key is organized to facilitate quick reference and includes:

Correct answers for objective questions

Detailed explanations for subjective responses

Contextual notes to aid deeper understanding

Analyzing Themes and Literary Devices

Extended reading comprehension goes hand-in-hand with literary analysis. For "The Gift of
the Magi," understanding themes such as sacrifice, love, and irony is paramount. The



answer key often addresses these elements explicitly to guide learners.

Major Themes

Love and Sacrifice: The story’s core message about the value of selfless love.

Irony: The unexpected twist that adds depth and emotional impact.

Value and Wealth: Contrasting material wealth with emotional richness.

Literary Techniques

O. Henry employs various literary devices to enhance the story’s effect, including:

Symbolism: The watch and hair symbolize personal sacrifice.

Foreshadowing: Subtle hints prepare readers for the ironic ending.

Narrative Voice: A conversational tone that fosters reader engagement.

Using the Answer Key Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the extended reading comprehension the gift of the magi
answer key, both educators and students should approach it as a learning tool rather than
merely a source of correct responses. Proper use enhances comprehension and critical
thinking skills.

For Educators

Incorporate the answer key into lesson plans to clarify difficult concepts.

Use it to facilitate classroom discussions on themes and literary elements.

Assign practice exercises with the answer key as a feedback resource.



For Students

Attempt comprehension questions independently before consulting the answer key.

Review explanations to understand reasoning behind answers.

Use the key to identify areas for further study or clarification.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Gift of the Magi' in
extended reading comprehension?
The main theme of 'The Gift of the Magi' is the selfless love and sacrifice between a young
couple, highlighting that the value of a gift lies in the intention and love behind it rather
than its material worth.

How does the extended reading comprehension answer
key help students understand the story better?
The answer key provides detailed explanations of key plot points, character motivations,
themes, and literary devices, helping students deepen their understanding and engage
critically with the text.

What literary devices are commonly discussed in 'The
Gift of the Magi' extended reading comprehension
questions?
Common literary devices include irony, symbolism, and imagery, which are explored to
show how O. Henry conveys the story’s message about love and sacrifice.

Why is the ending of 'The Gift of the Magi' considered
an example of situational irony in extended reading
comprehension exercises?
The ending is situational irony because both characters sell their most prized possessions
to buy gifts that complement the items sold, rendering the gifts temporarily useless but
emphasizing their love and sacrifice.



How can students use the answer key to improve their
critical thinking skills while reading 'The Gift of the
Magi'?
Students can compare their responses with the answer key, analyze explanations, and
reflect on character decisions and themes, which enhances their ability to interpret
literature and think critically.

What questions are typically included in an extended
reading comprehension worksheet for 'The Gift of the
Magi'?
Questions often focus on plot summary, character analysis, theme exploration,
identification of literary devices, and interpretation of the story’s moral or message.

How does 'The Gift of the Magi' illustrate the concept of
sacrifice in its narrative as per extended reading
comprehension materials?
'The Gift of the Magi' illustrates sacrifice through the characters Della and Jim, who give
up their most valuable possessions to buy gifts for each other, demonstrating love through
selflessness.

What role does setting play in understanding 'The Gift
of the Magi' through extended reading comprehension?
The setting, a modest early 20th-century home, emphasizes the characters’ financial
struggles, which enhances the impact of their sacrifices and underlines the story’s
message about the true value of love over material wealth.

Additional Resources
1. Extended Reading Comprehension: The Gift of the Magi Answer Key
This answer key provides detailed explanations and answers for comprehension questions
related to O. Henry’s classic short story, "The Gift of the Magi." It helps educators and
students alike to deepen their understanding of the story’s themes, characters, and
literary devices. The resource is ideal for guiding discussions and ensuring accurate
interpretation during extended reading assignments.

2. Comprehension Strategies for Short Stories: The Gift of the Magi Edition
This book offers a range of strategies to enhance students’ understanding of "The Gift of
the Magi." It includes vocabulary exercises, critical thinking questions, and activities that
encourage analysis of the story’s plot and moral lessons. Perfect for classroom use or self-
study, it supports learners in developing literary comprehension skills.



3. Teaching Literary Elements Through The Gift of the Magi
Focused on teaching key literary elements such as symbolism, irony, and theme, this guide
uses "The Gift of the Magi" as its primary text. It provides lesson plans, discussion
prompts, and assessment tools designed to engage students in meaningful literary
analysis. Educators will find it a valuable resource for deepening students’ appreciation of
classic literature.

4. Answer Key and Teaching Guide for The Gift of the Magi
This comprehensive guide includes an answer key along with teaching tips and
background information on O. Henry and his work. It supports educators in delivering
effective lessons and assessing student comprehension accurately. The guide also
suggests extension activities to enrich the learning experience.

5. Reading Comprehension Workbook: The Gift of the Magi
This workbook is filled with exercises aimed at improving reading comprehension using
"The Gift of the Magi." It includes multiple-choice questions, short answer prompts, and
essay topics tailored to the story. The structured format helps students practice critical
reading and analytical writing skills.

6. Analyzing Themes and Symbols in The Gift of the Magi
This book delves into the major themes and symbols present in "The Gift of the Magi,"
such as love, sacrifice, and irony. It provides students with guided questions and activities
to explore these concepts in depth. The resource is designed to foster critical thinking and
insightful literary discussions.

7. Extended Response Questions for The Gift of the Magi
Featuring a variety of open-ended questions, this book encourages students to write
extended responses about "The Gift of the Magi." It promotes higher-order thinking and
helps learners articulate their interpretations clearly. Teachers can use it to assess
comprehension and writing skills simultaneously.

8. Vocabulary and Context Clues in The Gift of the Magi
This resource focuses on vocabulary development through the context of "The Gift of the
Magi." It offers word lists, context clue exercises, and quizzes designed to enhance
students’ language skills while reading the story. Ideal for ESL learners or those seeking
to expand their literary vocabulary.

9. O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi: A Complete Study Guide
This complete study guide covers plot summary, character analysis, themes, and literary
devices found in "The Gift of the Magi." It includes quizzes, essay questions, and an
answer key to aid both teaching and self-study. A well-rounded resource for anyone
looking to master the story’s content and significance.
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