
first they came commonlit answer key
first they came commonlit answer key serves as an essential resource for educators and students
analyzing the poignant poem "First They Came" by Martin Niemöller. This article explores the
significance of the poem, its themes, and provides a detailed commonlit answer key that aids in
understanding the text's historical context and literary devices. The poem is renowned for its
powerful message about the dangers of apathy and the consequences of remaining silent in the face
of injustice. By examining the first they came commonlit answer key, readers gain insight into the
poem’s structure, its rhetorical elements, and the moral lessons it conveys. This comprehensive
guide also addresses common questions and interpretations, serving as an invaluable tool for
classroom discussions and assignments. Below is an organized overview of the key sections covered
in this article.

Understanding "First They Came" by Martin Niemöller

Analysis of Key Themes and Literary Devices

Commonlit Answer Key Breakdown

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Teaching Strategies Using the Answer Key

Understanding "First They Came" by Martin Niemöller

The poem "First They Came" was written by German Lutheran pastor Martin Niemöller, reflecting
on the events of the Holocaust and the persecution under the Nazi regime. It is a poignant
confession of guilt and a warning against the dangers of political apathy. The poem outlines a
sequence of groups targeted by the Nazis, emphasizing the speaker's failure to speak out until it was
too late. Understanding the historical background of the poem is crucial for interpreting its message
and significance.

Historical Context of the Poem

Martin Niemöller originally wrote the poem after World War II, addressing the silence and
complicity of German citizens during the Nazi purges. The poem narrates the progressive targeting
of various social and political groups, including communists, trade unionists, Jews, and others.
Niemöller's personal experience as a political prisoner adds authenticity to the poem’s solemn tone
and moral urgency.



Purpose and Message

The central message of "First They Came" is a call to action against injustice and the importance of
solidarity. It warns that ignoring the oppression of any group ultimately endangers everyone. This
message resonates universally, transcending its historical moment to serve as a timeless reminder of
the consequences of silence and inaction.

Analysis of Key Themes and Literary Devices

The poem employs various literary techniques to reinforce its themes of guilt, responsibility, and the
perils of silence. A detailed analysis of these elements enhances comprehension and appreciation of
Niemöller’s work.

Themes in "First They Came"

Several prominent themes emerge throughout the poem, including:

Silence and Complicity: The poem highlights the danger of remaining silent when others are
persecuted.

Political Persecution: It reflects on the systematic targeting of different groups by
authoritarian regimes.

Moral Responsibility: The poem emphasizes individual and collective responsibility in
confronting injustice.

Consequences of Apathy: It illustrates how apathy can lead to widespread oppression and
loss of freedom.

Literary Devices Used

Niemöller’s poem utilizes various literary devices that contribute to its emotional impact and
persuasive power, such as:

Repetition: The repeated phrase "First they came..." creates a rhythm that reinforces the
progression of persecution.

Anaphora: The use of repeated sentence structures emphasizes the speaker's increasing
regret and the inevitability of consequences.



Simple Language: The poem’s straightforward diction makes the message accessible and
universal.

Parallelism: The structure parallels the fates of different groups, underscoring the
interconnectedness of their struggles.

Commonlit Answer Key Breakdown

The first they came commonlit answer key is designed to assist students in navigating the poem’s
questions, fostering deeper understanding and critical thinking. It addresses comprehension,
analysis, and interpretation questions typically found in CommonLit assignments.

Comprehension Questions

These questions focus on the literal meaning of the poem, such as identifying the groups mentioned
and the sequence of events. The answer key provides clear, concise responses that highlight the
narrative progression and the speaker’s reflections.

Analysis and Interpretation Questions

These prompts encourage students to explore the poem’s themes and literary techniques. The
answer key offers explanations of the significance of repetition, the poem’s tone, and the moral
implications of Niemöller’s message. It also guides students in examining the poem’s historical
context and relevance.

Sample Answers Overview

The answer key typically includes sample answers such as:

Who is the speaker referring to in the poem? The speaker refers to various groups1.
persecuted by the Nazis, including communists, socialists, Jews, and others.

What is the central message of the poem? The poem warns against the dangers of2.
remaining silent when others are oppressed and stresses the importance of solidarity.

How does repetition contribute to the poem’s impact? Repetition emphasizes the3.
escalating persecution and the speaker’s growing regret, creating a powerful rhythmic effect.

Why is the poem still relevant today? Its message about the consequences of apathy and4.



the importance of standing up for others remains applicable in contemporary social and
political contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

Understanding common questions about "First They Came" helps clarify misconceptions and
deepens comprehension. The following section addresses typical inquiries related to the poem and
the commonlit answer key.

What does the poem symbolize?

The poem symbolizes the dangers of political and social indifference. It serves as a metaphor for the
broader consequences of failing to defend human rights and justice.

Why is the poem in the form of a confession?

The confessional tone reflects Niemöller’s personal acknowledgment of his silence during the Nazi
regime’s persecution, enhancing the poem’s emotional weight and moral authority.

How can the poem be used in modern education?

Educators use the poem to teach about historical events, ethics, civic responsibility, and the
importance of activism. The commonlit answer key supports this by providing structured guidance
for classroom discussion and assessment.

Teaching Strategies Using the Answer Key

Effective teaching methods incorporate the first they came commonlit answer key to maximize
student engagement and understanding.

Guided Reading and Discussion

Teachers can use the answer key to facilitate guided reading sessions, prompting students to
analyze the poem’s themes and language. Structured questions help stimulate critical thinking and
personal reflection.



Writing and Reflection Activities

The answer key supports writing assignments where students explore the poem’s relevance to
contemporary issues, encouraging them to connect literature with real-world experiences.

Group Projects and Presentations

Using the answer key, students can collaborate on presentations that examine the historical context
or the poem’s impact on literature and society. This promotes teamwork and deeper engagement
with the material.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'First They Came' by Martin
Niemöller?
The main theme of 'First They Came' is the importance of speaking out against injustice and the
dangers of remaining silent in the face of oppression.

Who is the author of 'First They Came' and what is his
background?
The author is Martin Niemöller, a German Lutheran pastor who initially supported Hitler but later
opposed the Nazi regime and was imprisoned for his resistance.

What historical context does 'First They Came' refer to?
'First They Came' refers to the Nazi regime's persecution of various groups in Germany during
World War II, including communists, socialists, Jews, and others.

What literary devices are used in 'First They Came'?
The poem uses repetition, parallelism, and a progressive structure to emphasize the consequences of
apathy and silence.

Why is 'First They Came' included in CommonLit curriculum?
'First They Came' is included in CommonLit to teach students about historical injustice, the
importance of civic responsibility, and the impact of silence in the face of wrongdoing.

What is the meaning of the phrase 'Then they came for me' in



the poem?
The phrase 'Then they came for me' signifies that when all other groups had been targeted and no
one else remained to speak up, the author himself was left vulnerable.

How does 'First They Came' encourage readers to act?
The poem urges readers to stand up against injustice and not remain silent when others are
oppressed, highlighting the communal responsibility to protect human rights.

What groups are mentioned in 'First They Came' and why?
The groups mentioned are communists, socialists, trade unionists, and Jews, representing the
victims of Nazi persecution to illustrate the escalating targeting of minorities.

What is the tone of 'First They Came'?
The tone is somber and reflective, conveying regret and warning about the consequences of apathy.

How can 'First They Came' be related to modern social issues?
'First They Came' can be related to modern social issues by reminding people of the importance of
solidarity and speaking out against discrimination, injustice, and human rights abuses today.

Additional Resources
1. Night by Elie Wiesel
This memoir recounts Elie Wiesel's harrowing experience as a teenager during the Holocaust. It
explores themes of loss, identity, and the struggle to maintain faith in the face of unimaginable
cruelty. The book provides a personal perspective on the atrocities that "First They Came" alludes
to, emphasizing the importance of remembrance and resistance.

2. The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
Anne Frank's diary offers a poignant glimpse into the life of a Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis
during World War II. Her writings reveal the fear, hope, and resilience of those persecuted. This
book complements "First They Came" by humanizing the victims of oppression and highlighting the
consequences of silence.

3. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland by Christopher R.
Browning
This historical analysis examines how average German men became perpetrators of the Holocaust.
Browning investigates the psychological and social factors that led to their participation in genocide.
The book deepens the understanding of complicity and the dangers of conformity, themes related to
"First They Came."

4. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Set in Nazi Germany, this novel follows a young girl who finds solace in stealing books and sharing
them during a time of oppression. It explores themes of resistance, the power of words, and the



human spirit amidst tyranny. The story aligns with the message of "First They Came" by illustrating
the impact of individual actions.

5. Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl
Psychiatrist Viktor Frankl recounts his experiences in Nazi concentration camps and introduces his
theory of logotherapy. The book explores how finding meaning and purpose can sustain individuals
through suffering. It provides a philosophical perspective related to survival and moral responsibility
highlighted in "First They Came."

6. Resistance and Betrayal: The Death and Life of the Greatest Hero of the French Resistance by
Patrick Marnham
This biography tells the story of Jean Moulin, a key figure in the French Resistance during World
War II. It highlights the courage required to oppose tyranny and the sacrifices made by those who
resist. The narrative complements "First They Came" by showcasing active defiance against
oppression.

7. Hitler’s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust by Daniel Jonah Goldhagen
Goldhagen argues that widespread anti-Semitism and a culture of eliminationism in Germany led
ordinary citizens to participate willingly in the Holocaust. The book challenges readers to consider
the social and ideological factors that enable atrocities. Its themes resonate with the warnings
embedded in "First They Came."

8. We Band of Angels: The Untold Story of the American Women Trapped on Bataan by Elizabeth M.
Norman
Though focused on World War II in the Pacific, this book shares stories of courage, survival, and the
consequences of war and imprisonment. It broadens the context of wartime atrocities and human
endurance. This work relates to "First They Came" by highlighting the universal impact of conflict
and persecution.

9. Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? by Michael J. Sandel
Sandel’s book explores moral and ethical questions about justice, responsibility, and civic duty. It
encourages readers to think critically about their role in society and the importance of standing up
against injustice. The philosophical discussions here enrich the ethical considerations raised by
"First They Came."
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