
fixing run on sentences worksheet
fixing run on sentences worksheet is an essential tool for improving writing clarity and grammar
skills. Run on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are improperly joined without
correct punctuation or conjunctions, leading to confusing or awkward reading. This article explores
the importance of identifying run on sentences and how a fixing run on sentences worksheet can
help writers practice and master the correction techniques. By using targeted exercises, learners
can develop a solid understanding of punctuation rules, conjunction usage, and sentence structure.
The content also discusses different types of run on sentences, common mistakes, and practical
strategies for revision. Educators and students alike will find this resource invaluable for enhancing
writing proficiency and avoiding grammatical errors. The following sections provide a
comprehensive guide to the features and benefits of fixing run on sentences worksheets.

Understanding Run On Sentences

Common Types of Run On Sentences

Benefits of Using a Fixing Run On Sentences Worksheet

Effective Strategies for Correcting Run On Sentences

Examples and Practice Exercises

Understanding Run On Sentences
Run on sentences are a frequent issue in writing that can detract from the clarity and
professionalism of a text. A run on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are
joined without appropriate punctuation or coordinating conjunctions. This error results in a sentence
that is grammatically incorrect and often difficult to read. Recognizing run on sentences is the first
step toward improving writing skills and ensuring clear communication. A fixing run on sentences
worksheet helps learners identify these errors by providing examples and practice opportunities. It
emphasizes the importance of proper punctuation marks such as periods, commas, and semicolons,
as well as conjunctions like "and," "but," and "or" to join clauses correctly.

What Constitutes an Independent Clause?
An independent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb and expresses a
complete thought. It can stand alone as a sentence. Understanding what defines an independent
clause is crucial for identifying run on sentences. When two independent clauses are connected
without proper punctuation or conjunctions, a run on sentence occurs. For example, "She enjoys
reading she goes to the library often" is a run on because it combines two independent clauses
without the necessary punctuation or conjunction.



Why Are Run On Sentences Problematic?
Run on sentences can confuse readers by merging separate ideas without clear boundaries. This
lack of clarity impairs comprehension and disrupts the flow of writing. Additionally, run on
sentences appear unprofessional and indicate weak grammar skills. Correcting run on sentences
using a fixing run on sentences worksheet helps enhance readability and strengthens the writer’s
command of language conventions.

Common Types of Run On Sentences
There are several common forms of run on sentences, each characterized by specific punctuation or
structural errors. A fixing run on sentences worksheet typically addresses these types to help
learners distinguish among them and apply appropriate corrections.

Comma Splices
A comma splice is a run on sentence where two independent clauses are joined only by a comma
without a coordinating conjunction. For example, "I wanted to go for a walk, it started raining." This
error can be corrected by using a period, a semicolon, or adding a coordinating conjunction after the
comma.

Fused Sentences
Fused sentences occur when two independent clauses are joined without any punctuation or
conjunctions. An example is, "He loves music he plays the guitar." This type of run on sentence
requires punctuation such as a period or semicolon or the addition of a conjunction to separate the
clauses correctly.

Multiple Clause Run Ons
Sometimes, sentences may contain more than two independent clauses improperly joined together,
creating extended run ons. These are particularly challenging and often require breaking the
sentence into multiple sentences or using semicolons and conjunctions for clarity.

Benefits of Using a Fixing Run On Sentences
Worksheet
Utilizing a fixing run on sentences worksheet provides numerous educational advantages for writers
at all levels. These worksheets serve as structured practice tools that reinforce grammar rules and
promote self-correction.



Enhanced Grammar Understanding
Worksheets focused on fixing run on sentences help learners internalize the rules governing
sentence boundaries, punctuation, and conjunctions. This targeted practice deepens grammatical
knowledge.

Improved Writing Clarity
By repeatedly identifying and correcting run ons, writers develop the habit of crafting clear, concise
sentences, which improves overall writing quality and reader engagement.

Targeted Skill Development
Fixing run on sentences worksheets often include varied exercises, such as identifying errors,
rewriting sentences, and composing original sentences, allowing learners to practice multiple
related skills.

Self-Paced Learning
These worksheets enable learners to work independently, reviewing concepts and practicing
corrections at their own pace, which is ideal for classroom or remote instruction.

Effective Strategies for Correcting Run On Sentences
Correcting run on sentences is essential for clear communication. Various strategies exist to fix
these errors, many of which are practiced through dedicated worksheets that reinforce their
application.

Using Periods to Separate Sentences
The simplest correction is to split the run on sentence into two or more separate sentences using
periods. This method clarifies the separation between independent clauses.

Employing Semicolons
Semicolons can join closely related independent clauses without conjunctions. For example, "She
loves hiking; he prefers biking." This approach maintains sentence flow while correcting the run on.

Adding Coordinating Conjunctions
Coordinating conjunctions such as "and," "but," "or," "nor," "for," "so," and "yet" can join
independent clauses appropriately when preceded by a comma. For example, "I wanted to study, but



I felt tired."

Using Subordinating Conjunctions
Turning one independent clause into a dependent clause using subordinating conjunctions like
"because," "although," or "since" can eliminate run on sentences by changing sentence structure.

Rewriting Sentences
Sometimes, rephrasing sentences to reduce complexity or clarify meaning is necessary. This method
is often encouraged in fixing run on sentences worksheets as it promotes thoughtful revision.

Examples and Practice Exercises
Practice is vital for mastering the correction of run on sentences. Fixing run on sentences
worksheets provide examples and exercises that help learners apply their knowledge effectively.

Identifying Run On Sentences
Exercises typically begin with identifying run on sentences in a list of sentences. This skill is
foundational for understanding when corrections are needed.

Correcting Run On Sentences
Worksheets often present run on sentences for learners to correct using appropriate punctuation or
conjunctions. This practice enhances practical editing skills.

Creating Sentences
Advanced exercises may ask learners to write their own sentences that combine independent clauses
correctly, reinforcing the application of rules in original writing.

Sample Exercise

Identify the error in the sentence: "I went to the store I bought some milk."1.

Rewrite the sentence correctly.2.

Explain why the original sentence was a run on.3.



Such exercises foster critical thinking and provide hands-on experience with fixing run on sentences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a run-on sentence?
A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined without proper
punctuation or conjunctions, making the sentence confusing or grammatically incorrect.

How can worksheets help in fixing run-on sentences?
Worksheets provide practice exercises that help learners identify run-on sentences and apply
strategies like adding punctuation or conjunctions to correct them.

What are common methods to fix run-on sentences?
Common methods include using a period to separate independent clauses, adding a comma with a
coordinating conjunction, or using a semicolon.

What should I look for when identifying run-on sentences in a
worksheet?
Look for sentences that contain two or more complete thoughts joined without proper punctuation or
conjunctions, causing the sentence to run on.

Are conjunctions important in fixing run-on sentences?
Yes, conjunctions like 'and,' 'but,' 'or,' 'so,' and 'yet' can connect independent clauses properly when
paired with a comma, fixing run-on sentences.

Can run-on sentences affect writing quality?
Yes, run-on sentences can confuse readers and make writing unclear, so fixing them improves
readability and clarity.

What grade levels are 'fixing run-on sentences' worksheets
suitable for?
These worksheets are typically suitable for upper elementary to middle school students, usually
grades 3-8, depending on their writing proficiency.

Besides punctuation, what other skills do these worksheets
help develop?
They help develop grammar skills, sentence structure understanding, and the ability to organize



thoughts clearly in writing.

Where can I find free 'fixing run-on sentences' worksheets
online?
Free worksheets can be found on educational websites like Teachers Pay Teachers, Education.com,
and K12reader, which offer printable resources for various grade levels.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Run-On Sentences: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers clear explanations and practical exercises designed to help students identify and
correct run-on sentences. It includes examples from everyday writing and provides step-by-step
strategies to improve sentence structure. Ideal for both teachers and learners, it serves as a useful
resource for mastering grammar fundamentals.

2. Fixing Run-On Sentences: Practice Worksheets for Students
Focused on hands-on learning, this book contains a variety of worksheets that target run-on
sentences specifically. Each worksheet includes instructions, examples, and practice sentences to
edit. It's perfect for classroom use or individual practice to reinforce proper sentence boundaries.

3. The Run-On Sentence Workbook: Skills for Clear Writing
This workbook guides students through understanding run-on sentences and how to fix them using
punctuation and conjunctions. It features engaging activities and quizzes that promote critical
thinking and writing clarity. Suitable for middle school and high school students aiming to enhance
their writing skills.

4. Grammar Fix-It: Correcting Run-On Sentences and More
A comprehensive grammar workbook that covers run-on sentences among other common
grammatical errors. It provides detailed explanations followed by exercises that encourage self-
assessment and improvement. Teachers will find this resource valuable for supplementing language
arts curricula.

5. Run-On Sentences Made Easy: Simple Strategies for Writers
This book breaks down the concept of run-on sentences into easy-to-understand parts, offering
practical tips to avoid them. It includes illustrative examples and interactive exercises to help
writers of all levels. A great tool for students, writers, and ESL learners seeking to write more
clearly.

6. Sentence Structure Success: Eliminating Run-On Errors
Targeting sentence construction, this resource focuses on identifying and correcting run-on
sentences through varied sentence structures. It combines theory with practice, including editing
tasks and writing prompts. The book aims to build confidence and competence in writing concise
and correct sentences.

7. Editing Made Simple: Worksheets to Fix Run-On Sentences
Designed for classroom and home use, this collection of worksheets concentrates on editing skills
related to run-on sentences. Each worksheet challenges students to spot errors and rewrite
sentences for clarity. It supports gradual skill development through progressive difficulty levels.



8. Clear Writing: Strategies to Avoid Run-On Sentences
This instructional guide emphasizes the importance of clarity in writing by teaching how to
recognize and fix run-on sentences. It offers strategies such as punctuation use, sentence splitting,
and conjunctions. The book is useful for writers seeking to polish their prose and enhance
readability.

9. Run-On Sentences and How to Fix Them: A Student’s Handbook
A straightforward handbook that explains what run-on sentences are and provides methods to
correct them effectively. It includes examples, practice exercises, and tips for proofreading. Perfect
for students who want a quick reference to improve their writing mechanics.
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